27 MAY 1996
Kazakhst an- Mal aysi a
KAZAKHSTAN AND MALAYSI A SI GN THREE AGREEMENTS

KUALA LUMPUR, May 27 (Bernamm) -- Kazakhstan and Mal aysi a today signed
three agreenents to pronote econom c, trade and i nvestment ti es.

The agreenments are on Economic, Scientific and Techni cal Cooperati on;
Trade; and Pronotion and Protection of |Investnent.

The signing was w tnessed by Kazakhstan President Nursultan Nazarbayev
and Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad

Foreign M ni ster Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi signed the first agreenent
and International Trade and |Industry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz
signed the other two while Kazakhstan's Forei gn M nister Kasynzhonart
Tokayev represented his governnent.

Speaking to reporters, Abdullah said Ml aysia expects to sign anot her
four agreements with Kazakhstan during Dr Mahathir's visit to the country
later this year.

The future agreenments will cover air services, partial abolition of
vi sa, avoi dance of double taxation and bil ateral paynent.

Nazar bayev is on the second day of a four-day state visit to Ml aysi a.

Accordi ng to Abdull ah, during the del egation neeting held at the Prine
M nister's Departnent earlier, Kazakhstan invited Mal aysians to invest in
the construction of its new capital of Aknola, and airport and rai

pr oj ect s.
The Kazakhstan Foreign Mnister said his country is keen to take part
in the proposed Asia-Europe rail link from Singapore to Europe through

Chi na, Kazakhstan and Iran

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir offered Kazakhstan 20 places for its students
i n Mal aysi an universities.

Trade between Mal aysi a and Kazakhstan totalled RML1.5 million |ast
year. -- BERNANA
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