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Keating-Visit (Wth Pix)
KEATING S VI SIT TO SET PACE FOR NEW RELATI ONSHI P

By: E. Sivabal an

KUALA LUVPUR, Jan 7 (Bernama) -- Kual a Lunpur-Canberra rel ations are
often on the rocks but efforts from"Down Under"” to nend bridges over the
| ast two years will be capped with the visit by Australian Prinme M nister
Paul Keating to Malaysia later this nonth.

D plomatic ties took a nosedive in 1993 when Keating called Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad "recalcitrant™ for not attending the first Asia Pacific
Econom ¢ Cooperation (Apec) informal neeting in Seattle in Novenber the
same year.

Since then, the two prine mnisters have net on three occasions -- in
Bogor (I ndonesia) in 1994 during the second Apec neeting, at the
Comonweal t h Heads of Government Meeting (Chogm) in Auckl and (New Zeal and)
and the APEC | eaders informal sunmt in Osaka, Japan, |ast year.

Keating will hold talks with Dr Mahathir again when he arrives here on
Jan 15 for a two-day official visit, making it his first trip to Mal aysia
after becoming Prinme M nister four years ago.

Al t hough Keating did not apol ogise for his remark about Dr Mhathir,
the Australian | eader expressed regret, which was well received by Dr
Mahat hir who after his nmeeting with Keating in Bogor told reporters that
the word (recalcitrant) was no nore in the vocabul ary.

While adnmitting that bilateral relations have been "rocky" in the past,
Australian H gh Comi ssioner John Dauth said that it has been "very, very
strong for the last two years."

"It is in better shape then it has ever been because both sides now
understand the nutuality of the benefits in our relationship," he told
Bernama in an interview here recently.

Dauth, who will conplete his three-year tour of duty here later this
month, said the "1993 uproar” was "the | ast problemwe had and we haven't
had a probl emsince."

"We had substantial differences between governnents but (they) were
solved in a very clean way and there ain't been a problemsince,” he said,
adding that the "fault” (for the rocky relationship) was on both sides.

Rel ati ons between Mal aysia and Australia took another tw st when the
Australian nedia reported in early 1994 that the Australian Secret
Intelligence Service (Asis) had bribed some Ml aysi an opposition
politicians.

Then, Keating once again earned the wath of Ml aysian | eaders for his
al | egations that Ml aysi an | oggi ng conpani es were anong those fromthree
countries "ripping off the Sol onon |Islands by paying too little for
val uable and limted forest products.”

Dauth felt, however, that Keating's visit to Malaysia would further
cenment the strong ties between the two countri es.

"I't's sonething which he (Keating) wanted to do personally for sone
time and something that we Australians had wanted to do for a long tine,"
he sai d.

But, he noted: "Everytine things seemto be getting better, sonething
el se went wong."

Sayi ng that he did not know the reason behind the continued
"m sunder standi ng," Dauth agreed that to sone degree, it was because "the
relati onship was running on its past rather than |looking to its future."

He said the two governnents have since realised that to reap the
benefits in their relationship, they have to work hard.



"You can't just take relationships for granted... you have to invent
new ways, and we have to | ook forward together,"” he added.

Dauth said that too often in the past, Australia-Mlaysia relations
were built on sentinents.

"There is nothing wong with sentinments, but we also got to have a hard
base... we've got to have sonething in the relation for both sides," he
sai d.

Dauth also clarified that Keating's visit was not to project a good
i mmge ahead of the Australian polls sonetine early this year although he
agreed that it (the visit) would be an el ectoral asset.

He said Keating's visit was not nerely a "business call,"”
under st andably so judging fromthe excellent track record in twd-way trade
whi ch stood at between RW/ and RMB billi on.

In 1994, for exanple, the Foreign Investnent Review Board figures
showed it approved Mal aysian i nvestnents of just over A$1 billion of which
| ess than half of it was in property, he said.

He said a nunber of Menoranda of Understandi ng woul d be signed between
the private sector during the visit. -- BERNAMA
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