16 JAN 1996
Keat i ng- Mahat hi r
KEATING S VI SI T | MPROVES UNDERSTANDI NG SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 16 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today the official visit by his Australian counterpart Pau
Keating is inmportant to hel p overcone m nor m sunderstandi ng and | ack of
appreci ation of each other

Dr Mahathir said their one-hour discussion was "as harnmonious as it can
be".

Replying to a question fromthe Australian press on how he rated the
i nportance of their hand shakes, Dr Mahathir said: "I have never worked out
how you neasure hand shakes."

Asked further whether Keating actually canme here to neet and shake
hands with him he said: "Sure."

"I shake hands with a | ot of people and about 10,000 peopl e during
festive occasions. | shake hands with everybody and Keating as the | eader
of Australia," he said after Keating called on himat his office at the
Prime Mnister's Departnent here.

Keating arrived here yesterday for a three-day official visit.

Dr Mahathir said the understandi ng that he expected from Australia was
acknow edging the restriction that Malaysia was a nmulti-racial country and
has its own sensitivity.

"Before peopl e pass on their opinion at |east they shoul d understand
the situation we are facing.

"OFf and on, we as politicians sonmetinmes burst out say something which
we regret later," he said.

Dr Mahathir said each country had different val ues and Mal aysi a did not
think that it had the right to tell other people howto run their country.

On the future role of Australia in Asia, Dr Mahathir said Australia had
aroletoplay and its future formhad to be worked out by both Australia
and Asi an countri es.

Earlier, the two prinme mnisters witnessed the signing of a Menorandum
of Understandi ng on educati on between the two countries.

Education Mnistry Secretary-Ceneral Dr Johari Mat signed on behal f of
Mal aysi a whil e Australian H gh Comm ssioner John Dauth signed for his
country.

The MoU is to pronote the exchange of scholars, tw nning programres for
uni versities, scholarship and places for Ml aysi an students in Australian
hi gher institutions of |earning. -- BERNAMA
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