06 MAY 1996

KEDAH UVNO LI Al SON COWM TTEE TO | SSUE STATEMENT ON MB' S REQUEST

ALOR SETAR, May 6 (Bernamm) -- The Kedah Umo Liaison Conmmittee will
i ssue a statenent regardi ng the nove by Menteri Besar Tan Sri Osman Arof f
to tender his resignation fromthe post, its secretary, Datuk Paduka Abdul
Rahman | brahi m sai d today.

Csman's request to step down was announced by Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad at Parlianent House today.

Dr Mahathir told reporters that he had yet to make a decision on the
matter.

Abdul Rahman, who was one of the 22 Umo assenbl ynen who sent a
menorandumto Dr Mahathir last March calling for the retention of Gsman as
Menteri Besar, declined to conment further.

He said that he neededto study the actual situation first.

The 22 assenbl ynmen al so objected to fornmer federal mnister Datuk Seri
Sanusi Junid as the successor should Dr Mahathir decide to appoint a new
Menteri Besar. Sanusi is currently the state assenbl yman for Kuah.

Tanj ung Dawai Assenbl yman Badri Yunus, who was al so one of the 22
assenbl ynen, said that he woul d abide by Dr Mahathir's decision on the
matter.

Kedah Umo Youth head Ahnmad Lebai Sudin said that the novenment uphol ds
the resolution to give full nmandate to Dr Mahathir to make a deci sion on
the issue.

He said that the novenent decided at a nmeeting on March 28 that it was
the prerogative of the Umo president to decide on the appointment of the
Ment eri Besar and woul d abi de by his decision. -- BERNANVA
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