03 SEP 1996
Sar awak- Kedayan ( El ecti on- Focus)
KEDAYAN VOTES FOR THE GRAB

By: Mawi Taip

MR, Sept 3 (Bernama) -- Hasan Bungsu, 71, may be of sane age as Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

While Dr Mahathir leads the nation to its glorious success, and earns
the world respect for it, Hassan is just the village head of Kanpung Opak,
whi ch has only 26 houses with about 100 residents to | ook after.

Al'l the residents are Kedayans, a minority group in Sarawak, said to
have cone fromBrunei. They will be anong those fromabout 20 villages in
the Lanbir constituency who will be out to choose their "rep" or "wakil" in
the State Legislative Assenbly in the Sept 7 and 8 el ecti on.

According to unofficial figures, there are 20,000 Kedayans in the
Lanmbi r constituency, and 5,000 of themare registered voters.

There has been no records on the Kedayan origin, but according to the
Kanpung Satap i mam Bidin Lani, 52, the Kedayans orgi nated from Brunei,
having mrgrated here in the 1920s.

They were |l ed by Haji Dol Gapar, a religious devout fromtheir forner
Brunei settlenment, and had since split to live the present 20 kanpungs in
Lanbir, -- the bigger settlenments being Kanpung Kelulit, Kanmpung Sel angau,
kanpung Subak, Kanpung Kejapil, Kanpung Tiris, Kanpung Sepurau, Kampung
Sat ap and Kanpung Angus.

Al'l the Kedayans are Muslins, leading a life |like the Mal ays and even
their houses are designed and built |ike those of Sarawak Ml ays.

Virtually 90 per cent of them speak Brunei or Sabah Mal ay which is
easily detected fromthe suffix "bah"

In view of their mnority and their sinilar way of life as the Ml ays,

t he Kedayans are classifid as Malays in the voters racial breakdown for any
particul ar constituency.

The Lanbir constituency has 19, 489 voters, of whom 9, 837 are
Mal ays/ Mel anaus, 3, 389 Chi nese, 6,075 | bans and 178 ot her races. Since the
Kedayans form 50 per cent of those |isted as Mal ays/ Mel anaus, they becone
the deciding factor for the candidate in the next week el ection.

Three candi dates whose fate will depend on the Kedayan votes are Ai dan
Wng of the Barisan Nasional, Mhdar Ismail and Janting anak Jawa, both
I ndependent s.

In the 1987 el ection, the constituency was won by Datuk Sall eh
Jaf aruddi n, a candidate fromPermas, a Bum putera party |led by forner Yang
Di pertua Negeri and Chief Mnister Tun Abdul Rahman Ya' akub. Datuk Salleh
defeated BN s Usop Sani Wahab.

Usop however recaptured the seat in the 1991 election. He is naki ng way
inthe current election to Aidan Wng, a former bank manager. who is likely
to face a close fight fromlocal born Mhdar |smil

The Kedayan votes will hinge on isues |ike devel opnent and the basic
amenities for their kanpungs, as well as other services as pronised by the
candi dates, in addition to their strong personalities.

Hasan and his followers at kanpung Opak appear to have lost interest to
vote as they noticed that the "Yang Berhormat" who was elected in the
previous elections did not fight for them

The basic anenities |like water supply and electricity are yet to be
provided in the kanpung when it is only just about 20 kil ometres from
Bekenu, one of Lanbir's mgjor towns.

Kanpung Opak is only accessible by laterite road, built by a private
conmpany whi ch operates a quarry near the kanpung. "Wen it rains heavily



over two or three days, we are cut off fromthe outside world and we cannot
go out to the shops, clinic and attend to our business in town," said
Hassan.

The children have to trek for about an hour across jungles and hills
before they reach the school, the nearest at Kanpung Satap and Kanmpung
Sel angau.

According to himthe MP for the area, Peter Chin seldomconmes to visit
them al though he has served the constituency for the fourth term while
Usop Sani Wahab cones only once during his two termns.

"However we hope the village will get all the basic amenities so that
the future generation can have a better life.

"The question of education, preservation of custons and traditions,
negl ected customary | and, schol arships for tertiary education and severa
ot her issues will decide the Kedayans votes," he said.

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahrmud who cane to the village on Aug
30 for the opening of the Subis District Council building has apparently
br ought new hopes for them

Abdul Taib in his speech announced the formation of the Sarawak Kedayan
Wl fare Authority and made an on the spot grant of RMBO, 000 for it.

The allocation is for additional science and mat hematics cl asses for
t he Kedayan children to inprove on the two subjects, vital for their
school i ng success. -- BERNAVA
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