25 MAY 1996
Keng Yai k- Loj i ng
KELANTAN TOLD TO PREVENT SO L ERCSI ON AT BUKI T LQJI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, May 25 (Bernama) -- Primary Industries M nister Datuk
Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k today urged the Kelantan State CGovernnent to take
i medi ate steps to curb further environmental degradati on caused by nassive
devel opnent and | ogging activities at the Lojing highlands area in GQua
Musang, Kel ant an.

He said the massive devel opment and | ogging activities at the highland
had been seen as destruction of the envrironment which caused severe
siltation and erosion problens at the site and surroundi ng areas.

"They shoul d either do sone replanting or quickly do something to
prevent soil erosion," he said when asked to comment on the Cabinet's
decision to set up a technical comittee to preserve Lojing highl ands.

He was speaking to reporters after opening the new headquarters of
Parti Gerakan Rakyat Ml aysia (Gerakan) in Cheras, here.

Keng Yaik said the mnistry did not have any power to curb any
haphazar d devel opnent invol ving nassive | and-clearing as the jurisdiction
was under the state governnent.

"Even if the state government insists on gazetting the forest reserve
the mnistry can only coordi nate while the Environmental |npact Assesnent
(EIA) is under the jurisdiction of the Science, Technol ogy and Envi ronnent
M nistry.

"However, the mnistry through its agencies such as Forestry Departnent
and Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM can supply the technica
i nputs," he said.

The Cabi net on May 16, had decided that a technical comittee
conprising representatives fromthe rel evant agencies including the Primary
I ndustries Mnistry, Departnents of Environnent, Forestry, Drainage and
Irrigation as well as the | ocal authorities to be set up to look into the
i ndi scrimnate | and-clearing in Lojing.

The deci sion was based on a report subnmitted by a conmittee, set up to
monitor the situation in Lojing in 1994, which stated that severe siltation
and erosion problenms were still going on despite assurances fromthe State
Governnent to stop them

The indiscrimnate |and-clearing in Lojing was first highlighted in
August 1994 when Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mdhamad expressed
hi s concern over state governnents which all owed devel opnent on hill sl opes
despite repeated rem nders not to do so. -- BERNAMVA
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