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KEY DECI SI ONS EXPECTED AT G 15 RETREAT

By: Kuah Guan Qo

VI CTORI A FALLS (Zi nbabwe), Nov 5 (Bernama) -- Leaders of the G oup of
15 devel opi ng countries (G 15) are expected to decide on the future
direction and role of the six-year grouping during their retreat here
Tuesday.

Si x heads of state or government and vice-presidents' of the grouping
arrived at this scenic resort Monday for an overnight stay at El ephant Hil
Resort where they are to continue their deliberations in an inform
at nosphere and without their officials.

A 10-minute drive away fromthe resort is the world' s highest
waterfall, the Victoria Falls.

Except for President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt, who left for hone | ast
night after the plenary session, the others -- Prine Mnister Ahnmed Quyahi a
of Algeria, Prine Mnister Deve Gowda of India, Prime Mnister P.Patterson
of Jammi ca, Malaysian Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, Prine
M ni st er Habi b Thi am of Senegal and host Presi dent Robert Migabe of
Zi nhabwe are at the retreat.

The two vice-presidents are Dr Carl os Ruckauf of Argentina and Marco
Marci el of Brazil.

Mal aysi an officials said the tal ks of these | eaders were nmainly on
political matters of the grouping.

O her deci sions expected are the new nenbers to be admitted into the
groupi ng and the frequency of the sumrit which is an annual affair at
present.

On Saturday, Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi said the new
nmenbers could come fromCentral Asia and the Far East.

He also did not rule out countries fromthe M ddl e East and the poorer
nati ons of Europe.

Dr Mahathir and the other leaders will return to Harare | ater Tuesday
to close their three-day sunmit. -- BERNAVA
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