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KHAZANAH EARMARKS SEVERAL PRI ORI TY AREAS | N | NDUSTRI AL SECTORS

By: Roslina Atan

KULIM Cct 18 (Bernama) -- Khazanah Nasi onal Bhd has earmarked severa
priority areas of industrial sectors, including high-technology industries
and new i nnovations which it will participate in future, Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi msaid today.

Anwar, who is al so Khazanah's Deputy Chairman, said the | atest
joint-venture between Khazanah and MEMC KulimEl ectronic Materials Sdn Bhd,
a producer of silicon wafer which used high-technol ogy production net hods,
was a fine exanpl e of such ventures.

Speaki ng at the ground-breaking cerenony of MEMC KulimEl ctronic
Materials Sdn Bhd at the Kulim Technol ogy Park here, he said the
el ectronics industry was the cl earest exanple of how far, and how fast,

Mal aysi a had progressed in its devel opnent.

It also indicated how far the country has yet to go to achieve its
obj ective of becom ng a secure, sustainable and fully devel oped econony, he
added.

In 1970, he said Ml aysia had only four electronic firnms but at the end
of last year, the nunber had risen to 850 with their exports touching
nearly RMB6 billion.

Anwar said while enploynment in electronics industries had risen to
nearly 360, 000 people, the val ue-added per worker in these vastly expanded
manuf acturing activities had remai ned static.

This being the case, the government no | onger wel conmed conpani es
largely interested with product assenbly services and with hardly had any
product specification or designing or engineering programme to all ow the
| ocal workers to inprove on their technical know edge and acquire new
t echnol ogi cal expertise, he said.

Anwar, who is also the Finance Mnister, stressed that the country
needed to have its own intermedi ary goods to bal ance the country's current
account deficit.

"For every ringgit of export, 85 cents is spent on inports of
i ntermedi ary goods whi ch nmeans the anmount from export by our | ocal
industries is only 15 cents,” he said, adding that Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad had ordered the matter to be redressed in the next
Budget to be tabled on Oct 25.

Anwar al so pointed out that the qualitative transition to a new kind of
devel opnent growt h needed al so to be created by a concerted effort, in
partnershi p between | ocal entrepreneurs, the workforce, foreign investors
and the governnent.

He reiterated that foreign investors nmust also be willing to share sone
of its technol ogi cal know how and provide sone formof training to ensure
| ocal conpani es were able to produce conponents of the highest quality.

Earlier, MEMC KulimEl ectronic Materials |Inc President Samuel Tennison
said the joint-venture would be the first fully integrated silicon
manufacturing facility in Southeast Asia involving crystal grow ng through
polishing, and the manufacture of epitaxial wafers.

He said the conmpany's plant woul d soon be able to support the
producti on of 350,00 silicon wafers per nonth, adding the product would
initially be exported to Singapore, Thailand and Japan.

Al so present at the cerenpny were Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Sanus
Junid, Pulau Pinang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, Deputy M nister
inthe Prime Mnister's Departnment, Raja Datuk Ariffin Sulaiman who is



Menber of Parlianent for Baling, Khazanah Managi ng Director Tan Sri Mhd
Sheriff Kassi mand MEMC El ectronics Materials Inc Chairman Erhard Meyer
Gal ow. -- BERNAMA
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