14 NOV 1996

KI NG, PM SEND CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES TO ARAFAT

KUALA LUVMPUR, Nov 14 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Ja' afar and Raj a Pernmai suri Agong Tuanku Naji hah have sent a congratul atory
message to President Yasser Arafat on the occasion of the Pal estinian
nation's i ndependence day tonorrow.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad al so sent a simlar
nmessage to Arafat.

According to a statenent by Wsna Putra, Dr Mahathir said he had been
following with keen interest the political devel opnents in Pal estine and
appreciated the recent discussions in Harare, Zi nbabwe, during the Wrld
Sol ar Summit.

He expressed best wi shes for Arafat's continued success in achieving
progress and prosperity for his people and the state of Pal estine.

Forei gn M nister Datuk Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi al so sent his
congratul ations to his counterpart, Farouk Kaddoum . -- BERNANMA
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