08 AUG 1996

KI NGS SENDS GREETI NGS TO S| NGAPORE PRESI DENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 9 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Jaaf ar has sent a congratul atory nessage to Singapore President Ong Teng
Cheong on the occasion of the republic's National Day.

The King said he and the Raja Permai suri Agong Tuanku Naji hah hoped
that the friendly relations and cl ose cooperati on between Ml aysi a and
Si ngapore woul d continue to devel op and expand.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad in his nessage to his
Si ngapor e counterpart Goh Chok Tong, said good rel ations and cooperation
bet ween the two nei ghbours were essential ingredients for a harnonious
rel ati onship.

Dr Mahat hir expressed confidence that Ml aysia and Si ngapore coul d
continue to work closely in many areas for the nutual benefit of the two
countries and peopl es.

Dr Mahathir said the people of Singapore could take great pride in
their success and achi evenents due largely to their industrious nature and
to their Governnment's sound policies and strong | eadership.

Fori egn M ni ster Datuk Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi in his nmessage to
Si ngapore Law and Foreign Affairs M nister Professor S. Jayakumar, expressed
confidence that the close bonds of friendship and cooperation between the
two countries would be further strengthened.

-- Bernama
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