25 SEP 1996
Li ng- Rai | way
KTM TO RECOMVEND CONSULTANTS FOR PROPCSED TRANS- ASI AN RAI LWAY

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 25 (Bernama) -- Keretapi Tanah Mel ayu Ber had (KTM
has been asked to give the nanes of |ocal and foreign consultants who are
qualified to conduct the feasibility study on the proposed trans-Asian
railway from Singapore to China, Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Sik said today.

The ministry would select the consultant for the job based on the Iist
provi ded by KTM he said

The consul tant woul d be asked to conduct studies on three major aspects
-- economic, engineering and facilitation -- of the railway project, he
told reporters at his office here.

The econonmic study will concentrate on forecasting the cargo and
passenger | oads for the service while the engineering part woul d set the
standards for the railway tracks, Dr Ling said.

The cross-border novenent of cargoes and passengers through custons and
i mm grations check points will be covered by the study on facilitation, he

The railway |ink was proposed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad at the Asean Summit in Bangkok | ast Decenber.

The RM million feasibility study, to be undertaken and financed by
Mal aysia, will cover four possible routes that the rail link could take.

One is from Singapore to Kunmi ng in southern China via Kuala Lunpur,
Bangkok, Phnom Penh, Ho Chi M nh Gty and Hanoi

The second suggestion is from Si ngapore passing through Kual a Lunpur,
Bangkok, Vientiane and Kunm ng. The third possible route is Singapore-Kual a
Lunpur - Bangkok- nor t hern Thai | and- nort her n Myanmar - Kunm ng.

The fourth suggested route is Singapore-Kual a
Lunpur - Bangkok- Myanmar - Kunmi ng. - - BERNAMA
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