09 MAY 1996
Ni k Azi z - Razal ei gh
KU LI REJO NI NG UMNO SETTLES ALL PROBLEMS- NI K AZI Z

KUALA LUMPUR, May 9 (Bernamm) -- Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdu
Aziz Nik Mat said today Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah's nove to rejoin Umo has
strengt hened Malay unity in the country and has hel ped to resol ve severa
probl ens which cropped up recently in the state

Conmendi ng Razal ei gh for naking the nove, NNk Aziz said this clearly
showed that the Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46 President supported Umo and by
the sane token supported Umo's nove to amend the Federal Constitution to
limt the powers of the Rulers.

"I nsyaAl l ah (Malay unity is gaining strength). In the issue arising in
Kel ant an over the anendnents to the state constitution, it appears that
Tengku Razal eigh's rejoining Umo indirectly nmeant S46 nmenbers supported
the amendnents as we are only inplenenti ng what has been done by the
Federal authorities," he said.

"When they rejoin Umo today, they are supporting what has been done by
the Federal Government," he said when commenting on the announcenent by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad that Tengku Razal ei gh woul d
be rejoi ni ng Umo.

Nik Aziz is here to attend the opening of the corporate headquarters of
t he Koperasi Usaha Bersatu (KUB) and the signing of an agreenent between
t he Kel ant an Economni ¢ Devel opnent Corporation (PKINK) and KUB. Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimofficiated at the functions.

Ni kK Azi z descri bed Razal ei gh's action as normal anmong groups which held
to denocratic principles.

"For peopl e who subscribe to denocracy, party hopping is nornmal for
them But for me, nmany problens which surfaced in Kelantan will be
settled,"” he said.

"They shoul d accept ny congratul ati ons because they have resol ved nany
probl ens in Kel antan,” he said.

Asked whet her Razal ei gh was the main source of the problens which arose
in Kelantan lately, Nik Aziz said: "In the past few days they have been
pi cking up quarrels with ne for no reason. For no rhyne nor reason."

Now PAS was however relieved that the problenms would settle down on
their own with Razal ei gh rejoi ni ng Umo whi ch anended the Federa
Constitution to limt the powers of the Rul ers.

PAS was now merely doi ng what Umo had done, he said.

The PAS-S46 di spute took a turning point when the PAS | ed Kel ant an
Governnment decided to anend the state constitution to limt the powers of
the Sultan of Kelantan whomit felt had interfered in the state
admini stration.

Event hough PAS, S46, Hami m and Berjasa were partners in the ruling
Angkat an Per paduan Ummah (APU), PAS refused to discuss with S46 the
proposal to anend the state constitution resulting in both parties
attacki ng each ot her.

Asked whet her Razal ei gh's nove nmeant S46 had withdrawn from APU, Nk
Aziz said: "The S46 President had decided to |l eave and | believe no one is
going to take over the party's | eadership and hence APU now only conprises
PAS, Hami m and Berjasa."

Nik Aziz reiterated his earlier statement that S46 ceased to exi st when
Tengku Razal ei gh declared that he was in spirit an Umo nenber.

Asked whet her there were signs that S46 assenbl ynen woul d be j oi ni ng
PAS, he said: "That | cannot say."



Every assenbl yman i n Kel antan woul d be consi dered a partner and friend
unl ess they wanted to | eave APU and rejoin Umo, he said.

Asked on the possibility of S46 assenbl ynen wanting to retain the party
even w t hout Razal ei gh and continuing their cooperation within APU, the
Kel antan Menteri Besar said PAS would treat themwell as it felt their
attitude was not much different fromthat of PAS.

Asked whet her PAS proposed to cooperate with Umo or nerge with Umo
and becone a Barisan Nasional nmenber, N k Aziz said: "The world revol ves
around a conpetitive system Not only denpcracy requires conpetitiveness
but also the Islam c system "™ -- BERNAVA
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