01 COCT 1996
Tower - Qpeni ng
KUALA LUMPUR TONER OFFI Cl ALLY OPENS W TH SPECTACULAR SHOW

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 1 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad officially opened Kual a Lunpur Tower, the country's newest
| andmar k, here today.

Descri bing the the 421-netre high tower as the "npbst beautiful tower to
date", he snipped a "laser ribbon" during the colourful cerenony which was
televised "live" throughout the nation by RTM

This was followed by a nesnerising extravanganza of fireworks, nusic
and song that included a performance by a 100- nenber choir acconpani ed by a
30- menber orchestra before nore than 500 WI P guests present.

On the ground, thousands of city dwellers canme out of their hones or
stopped their vehicles to adnmire the illum nated canvas formed by the
fireworks over the capital city.

The tower, which is the fourth tallest comunications tower in the
world and the tallest of its kind in Southeast Asia, has been a hit with
visitors since it opened its doors to the public on July 23, this year.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir said comments by certain parties that the
tower | ooked no different than a baby's rattle should not be given any
regard as it only reflected evny on their part.

"The fact is that we are capable of building this tower and we have the
architectural perception that produces a structure nore beautiful than the
t el ecommuni cations towers in devel oped nations," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the tower was essential in efforts to provide
sophi sticated tel ecommuni cations services and it is also the direct result
of the privatisation of the Tel econs Depart nent.

"When the governnment hel d the nonopoly of tel econmunications services,
we have to allocate over RMIOO mllion a year just to assist in providing
t el ecomuni cati ons services. We certainly do not have enough nmoney to build
this tower which costs alnost RMBOO million," he said.

The Prime Mnister adnmitted that tel econmuni cati ons towers constructed
fromangle iron could al so neet dermand for tel econmuni cations servi ces.

But, Dr Mahathir said, such towers were not beautiful and could not
serve as a decoration to be regarded with pride by the residents of the
capital city and the people in the country.

"That is why we want to clean and beautify our capital cities and towns
wi th gardens and | andscapi ng. Qur buildings are not only to provide useful
spaces but should al so be pleasing to the eyes,” he said.

Dr Mahathir al so adnmired the works of Iranian craftsmen from | sfahan
who assisted in providing the decorative touches to the tower.

A breat htaki ng view of Kuala Lunmpur awaits visitors at the observation
deck located on the first level of the tower head while others can dine in
style at Mal aysia's highest restaurant, the revolving Seri Angkasa, one
I evel up.

The Kual a Lunpur Tower was desi gned by Kunpul an Senireka Sdn Bhd to
reflect Malaysian |Islamc heritage and infrastructure construction started
in May 1992.

The structure of the tower, a joint venture between Tel ekom Mal aysi a
and Germany's Wayss & Freytag AG, is divided into four basic sections: the
foundation base, the touristic floor, the tower shaft and the six-storey
t ower head.

Apart fromthe observation deck and the revolving restaurant, the tower
head al so houses radi o and tel evi sion broadcasting as well as



t el ecomuni cati ons st ati ons.

To ensure safety, the tower has been fitted with the |atest
fire-fighting equipnent. It also has a fire-refuge area at the tower head.
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