07 NOV 1996
Anwar - Rul er s
LAWI S CLEAR ON ATTENDANCE OF RULERS, SAYS ANWAR

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 7 (Bernama) -- The lawis clear on the attendance of
Rulers to the Rulers Conference, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk seri Anwar
| brahi m sai d t oday.

He said a Ruler wishing to attend the conference nust be acconpani ed by
a Menteri Besar as his adviser or a representative appointed by the Menteri
Besar according to | egal provision and the Constitution.

"I think the Rulers Conference has been advi sed accordingly and their
deci sion mght be relevant," he said when asked to coment on whet her the
absence of the Sultan of Kelantan at the 174th Conference of the Rulers was
due to absence of Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat.

The Sultan of Kelantan reportedly did not want Nik Aziz to acconpany
himto the two-day conference which ended today at the |stana Negara.
However, Ni k Aziz did not appoint any representative.

Anwar said he did not know whet her the absence of the Sultan of
Kel antan had anything to do with the | egal provision.

"Maybe, the Attorney-Ceneral can explain. W nust respect the
Constitution," he said, adding that his presence at the neeting was as a
representative appointed by the Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad.

On news report that he woul d be asked to head the A ynpic Council of
Mal aysia (OCM, Anwar said: "lI already have a ot of work. | like sports
but | amnot interested in holding post in sports bodies."

Anwar, who is also the Chief Wi p of Barisan Nasional (BN) in
Parliament, was al so asked on the attendance of ministers, deputy
mnisters, parlianentary secretaries and BN Menbers of Parlianent in the
Dewan Rakyat .

He said attendance should not be a problemunless the MP was a minister
due to work commitnent, citing as exanple the absence of Transport M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik. -- BERNAMA
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