11 JUL 1996
Mahat hi r - Dadah
LAWS TO BE STREAM.|I NED TO CHECK DADAH ABUSE

MELAKA, July 11 (Bername) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today | aws pertaining to dadah abuse and admi ni strati on of
pusat serenti will be further streamined to check dadah addi cti on.

Conmenting on the report of the Anti Dadah Task Force, the Prine
M ni ster said the increase in the nunber of dadah addicts in the country
was not very high

"The i ncrease does not show a big junp as our laws are tight...but they
shoul d be i nmpl enented effectively," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at a news conference after acconpanying the
Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar to the 173rd neeting of the Conference
of Rulers at A Fanpsa Resort in Al or Gajah.

The Prime M nister said the governnment woul d not relax the | aws and
woul d continue to firmy inplenent themincluding the inposition of the
mandat ory deat h penalty.

"If not dadah traffickers and snmugglers will becone brave," he said.

On the probl emof rehabilitati ng dadah addicts, he said the governnent
had set up the National Dadah Advi sory Council whose duties include
stream ining the adm nistration of pusat serenti which faced many probl ens.

The council is chaired by the Prine Mnister and the Deputy Chairman is
Deputy Home M nister Datuk Megat Juni d Megat Ayob.

Dr Mahathir said firmaction woul d be taken to check riots and
denonstrations by the trai nees at dadah rehab centres.

He said there was nmuch weakness and many problens in the area of
admi ni stration at pusat serenti

"There are pusat serenti which allowed the trainees to go out and cone
in as they pleased...purportedly to do work outside but actually to go out
and get dadah supply and then cone back," the Prime M nister said.

He said the governnment woul d provi de additional funds to provide nore
pl aces to rehabilitate dadah addicts. -- BERNAMA
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