28 FEB 1996
Langkawi - cycl i ng
LE TOUR DE LANGKAW KI CKS OFF TOMORROW

By: Asan Ahmad

LANGKAW , Feb 28 (Bernanm) -- After nonths of preparation, Le Tour de
Langkawi gets underway tonorrow with a promise to place the island resort
on the world cycling map.

It has attracted a world-class field and nore countries than any event
of its kind outside the Wrld Chanpi onship and d ynpi c Ganes.

Model | ed after Le Tour de France, the world' s nost prestigious cycling
event, Le Tour de Langkawi offers a RML million wi nners' purse, the biggest
in Asia and anong the top four in the world.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, the patron of the event,
will flag off the nine-stage 1,400kmrace which will take riders through
every state in the peninsul a.

It starts with a circuit race here before proceedi ng to Kangar, Al or
Setar, Georgetown, |poh, Kuala Lunpur, Ml aka, Johor Baharu, Kuantan, Kual a
Terengganu, Kota Baharu and back to Langkawi .

A total of 138 cyclists from21 countries will sweat it out over ten
days to claimthe top spot.

They are Mal aysia, Australia, Canada, China, Denmark, the Netherl ands,
Great Britain, Indonesia, Ireland, Japan, New Zeal and, the Phili ppi nes,
Ger many, Republic of Slovakia, South Africa, Switzerland, Thail and,

Ukrai ne, the United States and France.

Mal aysia are fielding three teans conprising the elite, youth and
devel opnent squads.

Switzerland, renowned for their "king of the nmountain" riders, and
France with their consistent performers are anong the favourites to win the
tour.

Sone riders began arriving four days ago to adapt to the weat her
condi ti ons.

Swi ss team manager Wol fram Li nder, who described the route for the tour
as anong the best in the world, said they did not have nuch problenms with
t he weat her.

"Everything seens fine and there is nothing to stop us fromputting up
the best throughout the race,” he said.

Li nder however woul d rather wear the underdogs tag.

He picked Australia, Canada, France and New Zeal and as strong
contenders with their array of world-class cyclists.

Mal aysi a, weakened by the absence of Edwin Ng who was injured in an
accident in training, are not expecting much fromthe team

Chi ef coach Ng Joo Ngan said the race woul d be a useful exposure for
the local riders and al so provided thema good opportunity to gauge their
wor | d standi ng.

"The cyclists are doing fine and, of course, we have the target to wn
and anyt hi ng can happen during the race," he said.

Mal aysi a A conprises Tsen Seong Hoong, Nor Effendy Rosli, Suhaim
Ket on, Shahrul neza Razali, M Kunaresan and Azi zan Manap while the B team
are Wong Ah Thiam Zanbri Ayub, Mhazir Hamad, Hassan Janal uddi n, Abd
Rahman Fai zul and Mazl en Syed Husai ni .

Razak Halim Azman Ranmli, W/ son Tan, Hafzan Esa, Zakaria Hassan and
Rozi m Zamun nake up the C team

Meanwhi | e, Langkawi town was surprisingly devoid of the "conpetition
at nosphere", even on the eve of the race.

There were no banners, bunting or flyers to announce the event and sone



| ocal s were unaware that they are playing host to sonme of the finest riders
in the world.

Sone residents seenmed surprised at the sight of so many "mat salleh”
with their bikes.

"If they are tourists, how cone they have their own bicycles?" said a
m ddl e- aged wonman drinks seller of this island, a | eading tourist
destination in the country. -- Bernanma
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