31 MAR 1996
Devi ati oni st
LEADER OF DEVI ATI ONI ST TEACHI NG TO BE CHARGED TOMORROW

KUALA LUMPUR, March 31 (Bernama) -- A man who is believed to have
spread devi ati oni st teachi ngs and seven of his followers who were detai ned
by officers of the Sel angor Religious Departnent (JAI'S) last night will be
charged at the East Gonmbak Syariah Court in Taman Keramat tonorrow.

JAI' S Enforcenent Chief, Nasir Mhd Zakaria said today the nan, Mhd
Nordi n Puteh, 56, who clained to be | mam Mahadi was detained at a house in
Lenbah Keramat during a raid at about 9.30 pm

He said, during the raid by five JAIS officials on a house at No 30,

Jal an AUSD/ 5, Lenbah Keramat, Nordin was in the house with seven followers
i ncl udi ng his second wife.

Nordin and his followers are being detained at the Taman Mel awat i
police station prior to being charged in court tonorrow.

Nasir said that during interrogation, Nordin clainmed to have 40 narks
on his body, including the hair on his back which were said to be proof
t hat he was | mam Mahadi .

He said during the raid JAIS officials confiscated beads, religious
books, video tapes on | mam Mahadi and phot ostat copi es of docunents about
hi nsel f which he clainmed to have sent to Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad and several |ocal religious |eaders.

Nasir said JAI'S believed the deviationist teachings were preached by
Nordin for the past five years and the operation to track hi mbegan two
years ago

He said Nordin's teachings had been decided to be deviating by the
Sel angor |slamic Religous Council on August 26 |ast year and was gazetted
as devi ationi st on Septenber 28 the sane year.

He said Nordin and his followers would face four charges under Section
166, 167, 168 and 171 of the Sel angor Islam c Religious Adm nistration Laws
1952 (Amendment 1983). -- BERNAMVA
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