31 AUG 1996
Mahat hi r - Leader s
LEADERS RESORTI NG TO MONEY POLI TI CS W LL DESTROY THE NATI QN, SAYS PM

KOTA KI NABALU, Aug 31 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said today that the dignity of the race will be underm ned
if leaders resorting to noney politics are allowed to hold posts in the
gover nnent .

"He may only resort to selling hinself now but he may sell the country
later,” he told reporters at the old airport here before | eaving for Tawau
to visit the Danum Val l ey forest research centre

Referring to the ban on canpaigning in the run-up to the October Umo
el ections, Dr Mahathir said that | eaders who resorted to noney politics
woul d destroy the nation.

"If candi dates, who at the outset are corrupt, surely when they hold
posts in the government, corrupt practices will be his way of life," he
sai d.

Asked on al |l eged di ssatisfaction expressed by sone | eaders over the
ban, Dr Mahathir said: "I amalso not satisfied...| believe that canpaigns
are good. But there should be a proper way. Wen canpai gns becone
unheal thy, involving noney and threats, it is better not to have them
Al though is is regarded as undenocratic, it is better to save denocracy and
put a stop to canpai gni ngs.

"Therefore, party nmenbers could act to ensure that such a ban is no
| onger needed, by canpai gni ng based on their own capabilities and not by
usi ng noney, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said that many ways had been consi dered to curb noney
politics including appealing to those involved to stop such practices but
"we still hear of people willing to conpronmise their dignity...to sel
t hemsel ves. "

He said that the best way to overcome such tendencies was to pronote
nobl e val ues to devel op a race who uphol d hi gh principles.

He al so said that he did not |Iend support to any candi dates in the Umo
el ection or any independent candidates in the Sarawak state el ecti on next
week as cl ai ned by sone of the independent candi dates.

Some i ndependent candi dates were said to have clainmed that they had
recei ved the bl essings of Dr Mahathir and Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahimto contest in the Sept 7-8 el ection

"I feel very upset if there are still people who believe that
event hough | have not said it, | have given nmy support to certain people.

"Even in the Umo el ection there are such clainms...to the extent that
it was nmentioned in foreign nmagazi nes that | ambelieved to have secretly
sent nmy nmen to subnmit the names of candidates | am supporting. This may be
the sane thing resorted to by these i ndependent candi dates," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that there was nothing he could do if there were
people still willing to believe such allegations because he had repeatedly
stated that he was not |ending support to anyone and woul d accept anyone
capabl e of beconi ng | eaders.

"If I were to lend nmy support to soneone but he were to lose, it would
be difficult to accept the person who wins. That is why | amnot giving ny
support to anyone," he said.

Commenti ng on Bari san Nasional (BN) nmenbers contesting as i ndependents
in Sarawak, he said that any candi date challenging the official BN
candi dates in the state el ection woul d be expell ed. -- BERNAMVA
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