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LEG SLATI ONS ALONE W LL NOT OVERCOME SOCI AL | LLS, SAYS ANWAR

KANGAR, Aug 4 (Bernama) -- A society free of social ills could be
achi eved through maturity of attitude and values nurtured at home, Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi msaid today.

He said that the home is the ideal place to inclucate virtues to help
reduce problens |ike child abuse, wife battery and dunping of new born
babi es.

The government was making efforts to deal with such problens but
| egi sl ations al one woul d not overcone them he said at a neet-the-people
sessi on here.

Anwar said that the people should also strive to gain respect by
acqui ri ng know edge and keepi ng abreast with devel opnents.

They should I earn fromthe experiences of others to be able to initiate
changes for the benefit of society, he added.

He said that they shoul d be bold enough to deternine the changes to be
made and not wait for others to | ead.

In this respect, he said, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
had taken the initiative to launch the Multi-nmedia Super Corridor to ensure
that Malaysia is not left behind in the rapid devel opnent of the
mul ti - medi a.

The peopl e shoul d equip thenselves with know edge to keep up with this
rapi dly devel oping field, he added.

Anwar al so said that in order to forge ahead, the younger generation
shoul d build on the foundation already |aid by past |eaders who have
brought great successes to the country.

He said that the country had gained the respect of the world and this
shoul d be maintained at all costs.

Among the reasons for Mal aysia's successes were the efforts made by the
governnent to distribute the country's wealth fairly anmong t he peopl e and
to eradicate poverty.

The governnent al so strives to ensure a bal ance between spiritual and
physi cal devel opment, he added.

Meanwhi | e, in SEREMBAN, National Unity and Soci al Devel opment M ni ster
Dati n Paduka Zal eha Ismail said that Rukun Tetangga (RT) bases in the
country have been encouraged to carry out programmes to hel p overcone
soci al probl ens.

She said that RT bases could provide various services especially in
| ow-cost flats where residents are nedi umand | owi ncone earners.

Among them are child-care, |aundry, food catering and school bus
servi ces, she sai d when opening the Negeri Senbilan-level Jiran Wanita
car ni val

She said that the pilot project would be | aunched at a lowcost flat in
Kual a Lunpur.

Such services would hel p reduce the burden of flat dwellers especially
as their children would be well taken care of while they are at work, she
added. -- BERNANVA
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