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Mahat hir-politics
M SI A FACES DI LEMVA OVER FUNDI NG OF POLI TICS, SAYS PM

By: K C Leong

BANGKOK, March 3 (Bernanmm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today Mal aysia, |ike other countries, faces a dilemma over how
best to deal with the vexing problemof political contributions and
political parties' involvenent in business.

Replying to a question during a dial ogue at an Asi an busi ness | eaders
forumhere, he said that this was "damed if you do and damed if you
don't" situation".

"Politics is costly. You need nobney to travel, you need noney to
canpaign, to print your posters and everything else," he said.

The problemwas how a political party could finance itself, he said,
addi ng that in Mal aysia both contributions fromthe public and political
parties venturing into business had been tried and neither had proven
sati sfactory.

He said in the United States, political parties openly canvass for
funds through such neans as US$1, 000-a-pl ate parti es.

There were al so suggestions that governnment should allocate funds for
political parties to carry out their canpaigns but this had not been fully
accept ed.

Dr Mahathir said that in Malaysia this problemhad not really been
resolved and the difficulty was how to receive contributions from peopl e
and yet not favour them for exanple, when awardi ng contracts.

He al so cited his own experience where peopl e had their photographs
taken wi th himbeside themand used the pictures to tout their own
i nfluence.

Dr Mahathir said to laughter that his solution to this particul ar
problemwas to agree to be photographed with all who requested it.

To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said Malaysia's affirnmative action
| aunched t hrough the New Economic Policy had hel ped the country to achieve
greater equality.

"The disparity is not so great now and there are rich Chinese, rich
Mal ays and rich Indians as well as poor Chinese, poor Ml ays and poor
I ndi ans, " he added.

The size of the mddle class in Mal aysia had grown as a result of the
affirmati ve acti on progranmme while the incidence of hard-core poverty had
fallen from50 to five percent of the popul ation

Under the Mal aysia I ncorporated policy, he said business people were
recogni sed as creators of national wealth who contributed 30 percent of
their earnings to the governnment through taxes.

He said there were now rich Mal ays who were probably children of pad
farmers and not fromelite famlies.

"Anyone at all can becone rich in Malaysia and the poor, if they are
willing to work, should be able to overcone their poverty." -- BERNAVA
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