21 JAN 1996
Sal | eh-rotation
LET BN DECI DE ON CH EF M NI STERSHI P, SAYS SALLEH

KOTA Kl NABALU, Jan 21 (Bernama) -- Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Salleh
Sai d Keruak said today all parties should realise that the appoi ntment of
the chief mnister is at the discretion of the Barisan Nasional (BN
| eader shi p.

"In the present system the Sabah Chief Mnister is not elected by the
peopl e, but chosen by the BN | eadership. It is not a post to be applied for
or elected to but its appointnment is at the discretion of the BN
| eadership," he told reporters at the old airport here.

He was commenting on the differing views of BN conponent | eaders to the
proposal to rotate the chief mnistership anong the three najor conmunities
in the state.

About 3,000 Umo nenbers and supporters, carrying placards expressing
support for Salleh to continue in his post, were at the airport to receive
hi m when he returned at 10.20am froma one-nonth vacati on overseas.

Sal l eh, who is Sabah Umo Chairman, said a state BN neeting m ght be
held to further discuss the issue of rotating the post.

He said Sabah Umo had deci ded agai nst rotating the post anobng the
Musl i m Bumi put eras, non- Musli m Bumi puteras and t he Chi nese.

"W have conveyed the state Umo's stand to the | eadership and we will
raise this matter again at the state Umo neeting on Jan 27, and we wil |
see then what action needs to be taken," he said.

The proposal to rotate the chief nministership was made by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad during the 1994 state el ection
canpai gn, and Sall eh woul d have to relinquish the post on March 17 this
year if it is inplenented.

Sal | eh, who returns to work tonorrow, said he had not been inforned of
what transpired at the state BN neeting on Jan 8 which was chaired by
Acting Chief Mnister Datuk Yong Teck Lee.

Yong, seen as the person |ikely to succeed Salleh if the rotation is
i npl emented, told reporters after the neeting that BN conponents failed to
reach a consensus on whether to rotate the post.

Yong and ot her governnent | eaders of Chinese-led parties were not at
the airport to greet Salleh.

Sall eh said the state BN shoul d preserve Sabah's political stability
and not let the issue of rotation undermne its unity.

"OF course Sabah BN has to make a decision so that this thing will not
drag on. | do not consider it as my problem.it is a party probl em and
wi || abide by the party decision," he said.

"The key is to enlighten nmenbers on the matter," he said, adding that
Dr Mahat hir had said the pl edge woul d be honoured unl ess the state BN
unani nousl y deci ded ot herwi se.

Sal | eh said he did not neet Dr Mahathir and had performed the unrah
during his | eave. -- BERNAMA
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