2 JAN 1996
Mahathir-retirees
LET RETI REES REPLACE | MM GRANT WORKERS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

PORT KLANG Jan 2 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today the governnent wants retirees to take up jobs held by immgrants
under its propossal to lure the forner to rejoin the workforce.

The Prime M nister said the proposal was not nmeant to create jobs for
the retirees.

"That is a different way...it is not our intention to create work for
themto get inconme but we want themto take up the jobs currently held by
foreigners," he said when asked to el aborate on his New Year nessage.

In his nmessage, Dr Mahathir said the governnment planned to train
retirees and housew ves for suitable jobs to reduce dependence on foreign
wor kers, whose nunber will swell to 2.3 million by the year 2000 if |eft
unchecked.

Fol |l owi ng his statenent, there have been calls that it is better to
rai se the retirement age of government servants fromb55 to 60 instead of
re-hiring themafter they were pensioned off.

Dr Mahathir said the suggestion to raise the retirenment age was a
different matter altogether fromthe governnent proposal

"The objective is totally different...sonmetines we did not nmake it very
clear, and that is our fault," he told reporters after |aunching the first
direct trans-Pacific service of the world's | argest contai ner ship, "OOCL
California", fromhere to the west coast of the United States.

He said the governnment nmade decisions and left it to other authorities
to clarify them

He said increasing the retirenent age nmeant that workers would stay in
their jobs longer and woul d not be able to replace foreign workers.

The Prime M nister said all owi ng government servants to conti nue
working until 60 would al so deny staff of pronotional opportunities.

"This will only increase the nunber of government workers but our idea

is tocontrol the size of the civil service,"” he said.
Dr Mahathir was al so asked if he was willing to communi cate directly
with the people via E-Mail without the inpedi mnents of bureaucracy and

pr ot ocol

He said it was difficult for himto field all sorts of questions in a
| ar ge nunber.

"It can be done...but if it was like the other day (at the |aunching of
the Gerak Mesra programre i n Angkasapuri) when the nunber of questions
reached 30,000, there nust be officers to vet them" he said.

At a di al ogue session on Internet in conjunction with the | aunch on Dec
27, the Prime M nister was reported to have received a w de range of
questions frompeople surfing the net between 8.30am and noon of that day.
-- Bernanma
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