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Land- Ranmi i
LI BERALI SATI ON PROPCSED TO GO ABOUT DEVELOPI NG MALAY RESERVE

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 9 (Bernamm) -- Liberalisation has been proposed in
goi ng about the problens relating to efforts to devel op Mal ay reserve
wi thout affecting its ownership status.

Perak Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib, in proposing this, said
t he devel opnent of such | and coul d be inpl emented through privatisation or
by the state or federal governnent agenci es.

State governments need to hold direct discussion with corporations
especially those owned by Ml ays for the devel opnent of Malay reserve, he
said in his keynote address at a conference on the devel opnent of Ml ay
reserve at the Putra World Trade Centre, here today.

"The governnent need to hel p arrange conpani es to devel op the | and
whi |l e ensuring higher returns to | and owners," he said.

Ram i al so suggested that state governnents set up a share hol di ng body
to hold onto unsold prenmises in Malay reserve whi ch had been devel oped

He said a revolving fund should al so be set up to finance these assets.

The state governnents need to identify Malay reserve, owned or
ot herwi se, having the potential for devel oprment.

Among the main factors hindering the devel oprment of Malay reserve were
capital and expertise making the price of the I and nuch | ower than the
mar ket price, he said.

Ram i also referred to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhaned' s
speech at the recent Umo Ceneral Assenbly where he said the preservation
of Malay reserve showed that the Mal ays were still weak and were not the
masters in their own country.

As such, Rami said the Malays need to change their view and paradi gm
relating to Mal ay reserve which they had been proud of.

"Mal ays need to be liberal and not conservative by being proud of
owni ng | and al t hough undevel oped, " he sai d.

Ram i said there were sone 4.5 nmillion hectares of Mal ay reserve when
it was gazetted in 1913 by the British colonialists under the Mal ay
Reservati on Enact nent .

Since then, he said many Mal ay reserve had its status changed to pave
way for devel opment projects but was not replaced by the state governnents
because the scarcity of |and.

To-date, the size of the Malay | and including Malay reserve as well as
its value could not be exactly ascertai ned, he said, adding that the
general assunption was that it continued to be depleted as the results of
anmong ot hers change i n owner shi p.

In this respect, he said there was a need for detail ed study and maybe
it woul d reveal sonething surprising.

The one-day conference jointly organi sed by the Perak government and
the Econonmic Faculty of Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysia (UKM was attended
by sone 400 participants including district officers, |and and m nes
officers, elected representatives and academ ci ans. -- BERNAMVA
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