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LOOK EAST POLI CY TAKES ON NEW FOCUS

By: M Jegat hesan

TOKYO, COct 5 (Bernamm) -- The decade-ol d Look East Policy has taken a
new focus -- to provide skills training for Mal aysians in hi-tech
i ndustries and set-up factories in Ml aysia, Ml aysia s anbassador to Japan
Tan Sri Mohaned Khati b Abdul Hami d said here today.

"W want engineers trained here to beconme suppliers of conponents to
Japanese conpani es and di stance ourselves fromthe practice of training
Mal aysi ans to work for only Japanese conpani es,” he said.

The Japanese Gover nnment had agreed to extend the policy, which is now
inits 14th year, to the year 2000, he said in an interview w th Ml aysi an
journalists, who are in Japan under the Foreign Press Centre Asia-Pacific
Fel | owshi p Programre.

The policy was introduced in early 1980's by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad ai ned at incul cati ng good wor ki ng ethi cs anong
Mal aysi ans by | ooki ng to Japan and Sout h Korea.

Since 1984, the nunber of Ml aysi ans sent to Japan for skills and
educational training had increased. Atotal of 1,163 students had gone to
the country for acadenmic pursuits between 1984 and 1986.

He said 677 trai nees were sent for technical training and 95 teachers
to | earn Japanese | anguage during the same peri od.

Khati b said the new focus was crucial to achieve Vision 2020 to turn
Mal aysia into a devel oped country and was in line with Ml aysia's new
i ndustrial masterplan which enphasi ses on hi-tech industries and conponent
parts manufacturing rather than | abour-intensive industries.

Mal aysi a's rapid econom ¢ grow h has not been spared from hitches.
Anmong t he serious ones are manpower shortage which had led to the influx of
foreign workers and the current account deficit in the balance of paynents.

Khatib also said fromnow on students sent to Japan would be trained in
specific industries in line with the new approach

"Ml aysi a needs bol d and visionary entrepreneurs to sell their products
wor | dwi de. As we nobve into the next stage of industrial devel opnent, the
wage earner nentality has to be erased,” he said.

Khatib said it was costly to send Mal aysi ans to Japan only for
under gr aduat e programes, adding that "for every one student send to Japan,
we can send four to the United States.”

Besi des acquiring the know edge and skills, it was vital for Ml aysians
to establish business connections with Japanese busi nessnmen, he said.

He al so said that 134 students fromthe Mara Educati on Foundation are
here on a special programe to train 200 engi neers.

"W hope these post-graduate students will becone masters in their
respective fields and set the stage for Mal aysia's new industrialisation
programre, " he added. -- BERNANA
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