05 APR 1996
Mahat hi r - green
TOANSHI P PROJECTS SHOULD | NCLUDE GREENI NG THE ENVI RONMENT

PETALI NG JAYA, April 5 (Bernama) -- Al new township projects should
i ncl udi ng
to green the environnent as well as sufficient water catchnent area
toy20prevent flash floods, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said
t oday.

He said that if enough trees were planted in a devel oped area, the rain
wat er woul d be absorbed by the soil, thus preventing flash fl oods.

"It is very inportant that in planning a township, vast area should be
all ocated for the planting of trees and grass," he said when | aunching the
"G ft of Trees Project" here.

He said the government also felt that each township project should have a
big reservoir to store rain water

To mark the [ aunching the nation-wi de tree planting project, Dr Mahathir
pl anted a Petaling tree (Cchanostachys Anentacea Masters) at Tanan Rekreasi
Kel ana Jaya here.

Information on the project is available on the Internet so that interested
parties outside Mal aysia can take part and get further details on greening
efforts carried out in the country.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Mal aysi a was undergoi ng rapi d devel opnment and this invol ved
construction of many buil di ngs including new township projects all over the
country.

This usually involved the cutting down of trees for the construction of
roads, sone of which used cenent in place of bitumen purportedly to make them
nore attractive, he said

Unfortunately, he said when it rained, all the water would flow into the
drai ns which were not designed in the first place to take | arge volune of water.

Thi s had caused frequent flash floods in the urban areas, creating havoc to
traffic fl ow and recently disrupting flight schedule as aircraft could not |and
at
the airport, he said.

"I hope this matter is given due attention especially by our planners and
architects who are efficient in planning devel opment but until now nmight not be
that efficient in resolving the problemof floods. The | ack of trees al so
contributes to high tenperature in the area being devel oped,” he said.

On the "G ft of trees Project”, Dr Mahathir said trees should be planted in
varieties to make them | ooked natural and they could be beautify with
| andscapi ng.

For the road side, he said one variety of trees could be chosen and in the
urban areas, mmjor roads could be named after the trees such as "Petaling
Avenue" or "Jati Avenue".

Dr Mahathir said the planting of trees should be carried out in a
pr of essi onal manner.

"The trees should al so be taken care of so that they will be pleasant to
see rather than becom ng an eyesore. Sone trees despite being green can becone
an
eyesore," he added. --Bernana
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