09 MAR 1996
Mahat hi r - Pr ot on
MAHANTHI R LAUNCHES SALE OF PROTON W RA | N VI ETNAM

By: Zai noor Sul ai man

HOCH MNHCTY, March 9 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today | aunched the sale of the Proton Wra 1.6G.i nodel in
Vietnam-- the first batch of Proton cars to be assenbl ed outsi de Ml aysi a.

Proton's associ ate company, Vina Star Stars Mtor Corporation
(Vinastar), plans to produce 200 units of the car this year and the nunber
will be increased to 360 units next year.

The left-hand drive Proton Wra is retailed at the governmnent-approved
price of US$29, 090, conpetitively positioned agai nst Japanese nakes, nainly
Toyota, Mazda and Honda.

Anpong the estimated 300 guests present were the prine mnister's wife
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamad Ali, Vice-Chairnan of the Peopl es
Committee Ho Chi Mnh City, Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Dat uk
Sabbaruddin Chik, Perlis Menteri Besar Shahi dan Kassi mand ot her nmenbers of
the PM s del egati on.

Speaki ng at the launch, Proton Chairman Datuk Seri Yahaya Ahnmad said
Vietnamis the 30th export market for Proton cars and the first overseas
manuf acturing activity for Proton Ml aysi a.

He said as of Decenber 1995, Proton had exported 115,126 units with the
Uni ted Ki ngdom being the largest at 85,734 units.

Vinastar, a joint venture conpany equally owned by Proton, Vietnanese
st at e- owned Traci nexco, M tsubishi Mdtor Corporation and M tsubish
Cor poration, has appointed 11 deal ers and servi ce networks throughout
Vietnamto pronote, market and provide aftersales facilities for Proton
cars.

Vi nastar General Director Shuroku Atahari said he was confident that
with M tsubishi technol ogy, Proton's experiences of |ocalisation and
skil I ful ness of the Vietnamese people, Proton Wra and ot her vehicl es being
assenbl ed by the conpany -- Mtsubishi L300 and Canter -- were the best
choice in the | ocal market.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir inaugurated the Ml aysia-Vietnamd ass Ltd (MWGQE)
factory here, one of the first joint venture projects between Vi et nam and
Mal aysi a.

Speaki ng at the occasion, the prine mnister said with an invested
capital of US$25 million, MG was the | argest and nost nodern gl ass
factory in Vietnam

The project provides enployment for 500 people who were trained at the
Mal aya G ass plant in Johor

He said the proposal by Malaya 3 ass to invest in a second gl ass
factory in Vietnam in Hanoi, clearly reflected the confidence of the
Mal aysi an conpani es and investors in Vietnamand its econom c potenti al

Before | eaving for honme, Dr Mahathir attended a briefing on the Phu Tho
Sports and City Centre Project to be devel oped by anot her Ml aysi an
conpany, Usaha Tegas Sdn Bhd. -- Bernana

ZS YBY



	MAHANTHIR LAUNCHES SALE OF PROTON WIRA IN VIETNAM (Bernama 09/03/1996)

