14 NOV 1996

MAHATHI R, RAMOS TO HOLD TALKS

MANI LA, Nov 14 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad will hold bilateral talks with President Fidel Ranbs prior to the
Asi a Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation (APEC) sunmit on Nov 25, an official said
t oday.

Forei gn Undersecretary Rodol fo Severino told a press briefing that the
tal ks, set for Nov 23, will be held in Manila, one of the sutmit's two main
venues. The other is Subic freeport in O ongapo city, northwest of Mnil a.

Dr Mahat hir and Ranbs are anpong 18 Asi a-Pacific heads of state who wll
attend the sunmit, the biggest international event the Philippines wll
host this year. The summt will be preceded by the APEC senior officials
neet i ng.

Severino said Dr Mahathir, who will be acconpani ed by ranki ng Mal aysi an
officials, will be the first anbng the APEC heads of state to arrive in
Mani | a on the norni ng of Nov 23.

Aside fromthe bilateral talks with Ranos, Dr Mahathir will al so
address the APEC Busi ness Forumin the afternoon of the sane day which wll
be attended by the region's business | eaders.

Severino declined to disclose the agenda of the Mhathir-Ranpbs neeting
but said it fornmed part of efforts by the two Asean | eaders to forge cl oser
bilateral rel ations.

He said President Ranmbs will also hold talks with other APEC | eaders on
Nov 24, a day before the sumit in Subic freeport.

They include US President Bill Cinton, Japanese Prinme M nister Ryutaro
Hashi not o, South Korean Presi dent Ki mYoung-sam Singapore Prime M nister
Goh Chok Tong, Indonesian President Suharto, Canadian Prine M nister Jean
Chretien, Australian Prinme Mnister John Howard, Sir Julius Chan of Papua
New Gui nea and Chil ean Presi dent Eduardo Fre Rui z-Tagl e.

O her | eaders Ranps will neet are Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo and
Chi nese President Jiang Zenin. The Chinese | eader will stay behind after
the APEC sunmit for a state visit. -- BERNAVA
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