14 DEC 1996
Mahat hi r - Kazakh
MAHATHI R AND KAZAKHSTAN PRESI DENT HOLD BI LATERAL TALKS

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 14 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad hel d tal ks today wi th Kazakhstan President Nur Sultan Nazarbayev
who call ed for nore Mal aysian investnents to help the former Sovi et
republic's continuing transformation to a free market econony.

The two | eaders, who met at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah International
Airport in Subang where Nazarbayev made a stopover on his way hone after
visiting Australia, also discussed Kazakhstan's request for Malaysia to
establish an air link with the central Asian country.

Mal aysi a woul d study the request, Dr Mahathir told reporters after the
one- hour neeting which was al so attended by Econonic Pl anning Unit
Director-Ceneral Tan Sri Ali Abul Hassan.

The Prime Mnister said Mal aysia offered to train another 20 Kazakhst an
officials in various areas, including econonic planning.

Thirteen Kazakhstan officials had previously been trained i n Mal aysi a.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia woul d al so hel p Kazakhstan in its planning to
establish a new national capital at Aknoly, about 1, 000kmfromthe present
capital Al maty.

During his visit to Kazakhstan last July, he had invited Kazakhstan
technocrats to Mal aysia to study the devel opnent of the federal
governnent's new administrative centre at Putrajaya. -- BERNAMA
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