05 DEC 1996
Mahat hir - Ari val
MAHATHI R ARRI VES I N MEDI NA FOR OFFICIAL VISIT

By: Zul kefli Salleh

MEDI NA, Dec 5 (Bernama) -- Ml aysian Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad arrived here today to begin a four-day visit to Saudi
Ar abi a.

He was received by Medi na Governor Prince Abdul Majeed Abdul Aziz on
arrival at the Prince Mohanmed Abdul Aziz Airport in a special aircraft.

Al so on hand to wel conme hi mwere Commerce M nister Dr Osanma | bn Jaafar
Fageeh, who is the mnister in attendance, and the anbassador to Mal aysi a
Mohanmmad Hassan Abdul Vali.

Dr Mahathir is acconpanied by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah, about half a
dozen mini sters and several businessnen.

Shortly after his arrival, the Prinme Mnister perforned the Maghrib and
| syak prayers at the Al -Nabawi Msque, a wal ki ng di stance away fromthe
hot el .

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to be entertained to a dinner hosted by Prince
Abdul Maj eed at the Governor's Pal ace.

He is al so expected to visit the tonbs of Prophet Mohammad and his
conmpani ons Cal i ph Abu Bakar As Sideeq and Caliph OQmar Al -Khattab within the
nosque.

Tormorrow, Dr Mahathir will visit the Magam Al baquee, the tonbs of the
Prophet s Conpani ons, the Mdsque of Quba and Q bl atai n.

He is al so scheduled to visit the Uhud Mountain, the battle ground
bet ween the Muslins and non-believers during the Prophet's tine.

Dr Mahathir will also be neeting Ml aysi an students here tonorrow
before he proceeds to Jeddah and Ri yadh after Friday prayers at Al - Nabawi
Mosque. -- BERNANMA
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