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By: Kuah Guan Qo

HARARE, Nov 2 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad arrived here
today to attend the sixth sunmt of the Group of 15 devel opi ng countries
(G 15) starting tonorrow.

The Prime M nister, who was acconpani ed by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohd Ali, was net on arrival by host President Migabe of Zi nbabwe and
seni or Mal aysi an officials.

Dr Mahathir, who is in the Zi nbabwean capital for the second tine in as
many nmonths, is schedul ed to di scuss and deci de on various issues before
the si x-year grouping that was set up to act as a catal yst, and spearhead
great er econom ¢ cooperation anong thenmsel ves and Third Wirld countri es.

On the agenda of the three-day sunmmit are the current internationa
econom ¢ situation and prospects for the pronotion of trade anong
devel opi ng countries; pronoting South-South cooperation; report by
mnisters on the activities of the G 15 i ncluding adninistrative and
financial issues and the future role and direction of the group, including
expansi on of nenbership

A statenment fromthe secretariat said that in their discussions on the
current international economc situation, the | eaders woul d focus on the
i ssues before the World Trade Organi sation (WO) ministerial conference;
the opportunities and challenges in the international tradi ng system and
the unilateral actions (of super powers) with extra-territorial effects
whi ch could distort international trade.

The heads of state/government are al so scheduled to go for their
retreat at Victoria Falls on Monday where the issues for possible
di scussions include the negative effects of globalisation in devel opi ng
countries' econom es.

O her issues include unilateral actions with extra-territorial effects
which could distort international trade; international terrorismand joint
efforts to conbat it, and enhanci ng Sout h- Sout h cooperation and the future
role of the G15 in a globalising and liberalising world econony.

The | eaders are to return to the Zi nbawean capital on Tuesday to cl ose
their sumit.

Yest erday, Ml aysi an Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said
he was infornmed that five heads of state/government and four deputy/vice
presidents were comng for the summt.

While new I ndian Prime Mnister Deve Gowda has been slated for a
bilateral nmeeting with Dr Mahathir, it is not known who are the other
| eaders coning for the summt.

Meanwhi | e, President Miugabe has hit out at the WIO ahead of the annua
sunmit, saying that it should not insist on levelling global trade w thout
gi vi ng devel opi ng countries tine to reformecononies to enable themto
conpete with the advanced nati ons.

The Zi nbabwean daily "The Heral d" quoted himtoday as saying that it
was unfair for the WIOto tal k about renoving trade barriers to trade when
devel oping countries were already nargi nalised on the internatinal market.
Devel opi ng nmenber countries of the WIQ, the successor to the Genera
Agreenent on Trade and Tariffs, were operating in an uneven gl obal trading
environnment characterised by restricted access to narkets.

Mugabe said anpbng the issues to be discussed at the sunmmit tonorrow
woul d be "our fears that the WIOis insisting on having a |l evel playimg
field" which woul d di sadvant age poor countries because of the | evel of



econom ¢ devel oprent .

"The WIO cannot create an even ground. The WO nust first recognise
that we nust take steps that are necessary to rai se our economes to the
same | evel as devel oped countries,” he said. -- BERNAMVA
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