05 SEP 1996

MAHATHI R CALLS FOR COLLECTI VE EFFORT BY SABAH BN PARTI ES

KOTA KI NABALU, Sept 5 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad says
the progress and wel | -being of the Sabah people in the future will depend
on the collective effort of all conponent parties of the state Barisan
Nasi onal (BN)

The Prime M nister says any problemor difficulty hindering the success
of governnent programmes shoul d be overcone in the spirit of close
cooperation and nmutual respect which formthe essence of the alliance
bet ween BN nenber parti es.

"BN conponent parties in Sabah must work as a teamin achieving the
pl ans and objectives of the BN governnent to bring the state into the
nati onal devel opnent mai nstream " he says in his nessage in conjunction
with the fifth general neeting of Angkatan Keadi| an Rakyat Bersatu (Akar
Bersatu), a nenber of the Sabah BN, to be hel d on Saturday.

The one-day neeting will be opened by Akar Bersatu president Datuk Mark
Kodi ng.

Dr Mahathir, who is the BN chairman, says Sabah is still |agging behind
i n soci o-econom ¢ devel opnent while its economc activities are focused in
tradi tional areas.

Chief M nister Datuk Yong Teck Lee, in another nessage, says it is the
joint responsibility of BN parties to ensure that all governnent progranmes
are i npl enmented effectively.

He says BN parties should foster closer relations in order to uplift
the standard of living of all conmunities in Sabah

About 800 del egates are expected to attend the Akar Bersatu neeting.
There are no party elections this year. -- BERNAVA
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