06 AUG 1996
Mahat hir-I ntervi ew
MAHATHI R CONFI DENT ANWAR CAN TAKE OVER AS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 6 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said he is confident his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mcan take
over fromhi mw thout causing any adverse effects to Umo.

He is al so convinced Anwar will not force himto quit.

Dr Mahathir said he is confident Anwar will be capable of continuing
wi th what he has done so far although Anwar is different fromhim

"I do not believe he will becone 100 per cent |ike ne. No one can
becone 100 per cent like me and I, too, cannot becorme 100 per cent I|ike
Anwar," he said in a special interviewtel ecast over RTMtonight in
conjunction with his 15th year in office as Prinme Mnister.

Dr Mahathir, who was interviewed by Utusan Mel ayu Group editor-in-chief
Johan Jaaffar, said it was true there were many theories of conspiracy
regarding his relationship with Anwar and both of themhad often to cone
out with various statenents to ease the situation

According to him this was because various quarters insisted in
believing there was nmore to the relationship than what net the eye (nencari
udang di sebalik batu) when in fact there was nothing nore to see.

"The matter is as it appears, nothing nore than that. But we Ml ays in
particular like to read too much into things. If he gives nme sonething,
what is his notive? W al ways ask this question. W should, in fact, accept
it at face val ue.

"I had to repeatedly clarify this matter because | found that it
created all sorts of uneasy situations in the party,"” he said.

Asked if he ever doubted Anwar's |oyalty and honesty, the Prine
M nister said: "At tines when you are inundated with all Kkinds of reports,
you get the feeling that it nmay be true. | think whether | believe it or
not, one day | have to withdraw fromthe post.

"And if | do not have trust in the person who is to succeed ne, it is
quite difficult for me to comunicate with him"

Dr Mahathir said he and Anwar frequently held di scussions and Umo's
stand was not his views alone but was the result of party neetings and
consensus.

"This is the way the party is run, and I am confident that when | am
not in the party it will manage. The style may differ but the objective is

the sanme,” he said.
The Prime M nister was al so asked on the invol venent of his children in
politics and busi ness and whet her he set any conditions, limts or controls

on their participation.
"Actually there are, to the extent that nmy children sonetinmes got angry

because they were not allowed to do this and that. | do not give them any
place at all in politics and | do not help themeven if they have the
i nterest.

"One of themis keen but | do not want to help him That is his own
affair. It is also unfair to stop him But to say that | want to push him
forward, no, | don't do that," he said.

Dr Mahathir said his children can venture into business but as far as
possi bl e they shoul d not have dealings with the governnent.

He said: "If they want to do business, do it with others."

Asked on the views of sonme people that he is fond of building
monunents, Dr Mahathir said he did not build nonunents for hinself.

But for a country, the people nust have sonet hing which they can be



proud of as a | andmark

"We say that our country has devel oped but there is nothing to showthe
signs of devel opnent that the people can see.

"So when we have a tower at |east we know we have a tower and this is
somet hi ng whi ch the people can be proud of, not ne," he said.

In this connection, he said: "I do not need any nonument. Only one
nmonunent, the | ow one which we want |ater. The tall ones which we build
sonetimes turn out to be nonunents but these are all facilities, facilities
for our country's devel opnent, infrastructure,” he said.

He cited as an exanple the Kuala Lunpur Gty Centre (KLCC), which has
the world's tallest buildings.

As KLCC was built on land that is extrenmely expensive, there was a need
to get the nost out of the | and cost, he said.

"It is definitely a loss to build a pondok (shack) on land that is very
expensive. So we build the KLCC in order to nmaxim se the |and use," he
sai d.

On the Mal ays, Dr Mahathir said he considered the Mal ays to be nore
aggressi ve now conpared to the tine he wote "The Malay Di |l emma" book
(published in 1969).

"Soneti mes they becone so aggressive that the canpaign for posts gets
too heated. But they no |onger feel that they | ack sonething, no
inferiority conplex. Many of them believe that what others can do they can
al so do, and this is the difference conpared to the Malays during the era
we were fighting for independence, when many Mal ays then were not confi dent
that we can gai n i ndependence and rul e on our own."

Dr Mahathir al so spoke of the possibility of a "backlash" resulting
fromthe extraordi nary success achi eved by the present-day Ml ays.

He said if those responsible, |ike the governnent |eadership, had not
early on remi nded the Mal ays of the inportance of not forgetting thensel ves
after achieving success, he did not think the Mal ays coul d have managed
their success.

This i s because managi ng success al so has problens |ike those
encount ered i n managi ng poverty or failure.

"But we always rem nd oursel ves and we hope the young generation in
particul ar should know their origins," he said.

The Prime M nister was al so asked whet her he thought the issue of
racial unity in Mal aysia would conme to an end or be resolved in the future.

"Ti mes change. Previously, our enphasis was on assimlation. In other
countries, too, there are no |l onger efforts towards assinilation and, in
fact, in the United States they frequently tal k about their roots. So, if
we want to go back to the question of assimlation it may be difficult.

"I'f we accept that this is not possible, we need to find other ways to
strengt hen race rel ations,"™ he said.

The Prime M nister also did not dismss the possibility that the issue
of racial unity, now pushed into the back seat by the strong econony and
stable political situation, will resurface when there is economc
recessi on.

"Of course, this is possible in a recession. But ny hope is that when a
downturn occurs the next tine around, there will not be any disparity in
terms of race. The Chinese will face problens, the Malays will al so have
the sane problens and the Indians, too. So there won't be any nore feeling
of jealousy and envy that others are better off than us."

Dr Mahathir was then posed a hypot hetical question -- would the Ml ays
be better off if the country's political control had been domi nated by the
Chinese, just like the better position that the Chinese are i n now because
political power lies in the hands of the Ml ays?

Wiile admtting that the hypothetical question was difficult to answer,



the Prime Mnister said he believes the najority of the Chinese are
pragmati c.

I f the Chinese made up 80 per cent of the popul ation, the Ml ays woul d
have reason to worry but in the present situation the Ml ays constitute 56
per cent of the population and the Chinese only 32 per cent, he said.

"Because they (Ml aysi ans of Chinese descent) are pragmatic, they wll
not do sonething that will ultinmately jeopardi se thenselves,” Dr Mahathir
sai d.

The Prime M nister also said the problemcaused by the presence of nore
than one mllion inmgrant workers in the country now shoul d be tackl ed
because it is a "problemof success".

This problemresulted fromthe governnment's progranmre sonetine ago
whi ch concentrated on job opportunities and, in fact, the governnent then
was willing to waive tax on conpani es so long as they could create work
opportunities.

"But suddenly, all our people have jobs. W cannot abruptly stop
i ndustries which require this manpower. So we have to carry on and this
means we have to accept foreign workers," he said. -- BERNAMVA
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