28 NOV 1996
Mahat hi r - TPM
MAHATHI R CONFI DENT MALAYSI ANS CAN MASTER TECHNOLOGQ CAL EDGE

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 28 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad is confident that Ml aysians can master the skills and
technol ogi cal edge to catch up with the rest of the industrialised world.

"l believe there is nothing that anyone cannot learn if he really apply
himself to it," he said when opening the 280-hectare Technol ogy Park
Mal aysia (TPM, near here, which will serve as a nerve centre for research
devel opnent and i nnovation in high technol ogy for the country.

The TPM whi ch began in 1988 is only 20 mi nutes away south of the
federal capital in the fast-growing Bukit Jalil area and strategically
| ocated within Malaysia's Miltimedia Super Corridor (MSC).

The Prime M nister said Malaysia had to leap-frog into the el ectronics
edge and this would require people who are nore intelligent and better
trained than the first industrialised edge in Europe.

"I"'msure Mal aysi ans can naster the skill. It is a matter of applying
yourself and if you keep trying and trying, you will, God willing, master
t he technol ogy and knowl edge that is required and that nust be acquired by
us, he said.

"Try we nmust and succeed we will," he said.

He said Mal aysia was ready to buy technol ogy which it does not have to
acqui re technol ogy that was needed to nmake Mal aysi a an advance
technol ogi cal state

Stressing on the need for new inventions and conduci ve worKki ng
environment, Dr Mahathir said new factories nust be very quiet, habitable
wi th beautiful I[andscaping in keeping with nodern standards.

He was also glad to note that alnost all the space in the park had been
taken up by industries and there night be a need to expand.

"I think this is a neasure of the interest and capacity to take up new
i ndustries which require much nore know edge in the past,” he said.

Rem ndi ng the audi ence that Vision 2020 was just 24 years' away, Dr
Mahat hir said he was sure that other Prime Mnisters' who come after him
woul d achi eve the anbitious target of turning Malaysia into a devel oped
country by that year.

He said Ml aysia wanted to achi eve devel oped status so that it would
not be | ooked down and trodden upon.

"We want to be able to stand tall and have what they have," he added.

After the cerenony, the Prine Mnister toured the exhibition put up by
tenants of the park and also visited the prototype centre in the park

The first phase of the park costing RW37 nmillion had been conpl eted
and focussed on information technol ogy, software devel opnment,

m croel ectronics, tel ecomuni cations and aerospace technol ogy.

The RMR26-million second phase which is expected to be ready in the
year 2000 will pronote research and devel opnent for biotechnol ogy, nedical
and environnental technol ogy, agriculture, health, energy and pollution
control

The park is fully equipped with the | atest technol ogy such as fibre
optics, Internet comuni cations and prototyping facilities for its tenants.

Conpani es that have set up their operations in the park include M nos
Bhd, Binariang Sdn Bhd and Iris Technol ogies (M Sdn Bhd.

Al so present at the cerenony were Science, Technol ogy and Environnent
M ni ster Datuk Law Hi eng Ding and TPM chai rman Tan Sri Dr Ovar Abdul
Rahman, who is al so the Science Adviser to the Prine Mnister. -- BERNAVA



TCL TS



	MAHATHIR CONFIDENT MALAYSIANS CAN MASTER TECHNOLOGICAL EDGE (Bernama 28/11/1996)

