19 MAR 1996
Mahat hi r - Vot e
MAHATHI R DI SAGREES W TH NO CONFI DENCE VOTE TO OUST BRANCH LEADERS

LANGKAW , March 19 Mac (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohand said today he disagreed with the action taken by sonme Ummo
branches to oust their |eaders through a no confidence vote.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said if this becane the practice it
woul d sooner or later destroy the party.

"I do not agree with any effort to topple | eaders at the branch | evel
t hrough a no confidence vote because Umo has a disciplinary conmttee to
whi ch such natters can be referred," he added.

I f Umo nenbers, at whatever |evel, had a problem they should refer it
to the Supreme Council to resolve, he told a press conference at the end of
a two-day visit to this duty-free island resort.

Dr Mahat hir was asked about the action taken by the Rantau Panjang Umo
di vision commttee which adopted a no confidence notion against its head
Mohd Zain |Isnmail at an energency neeting two days ago.

The division's deputy head Rusdan Mistapha said the action was taken
because Mohd Zain was all eged to have assisted an | ndependent candidate in
the 1995 general election

Dr Mahathir said the top Umo | eadership was aware that it was
sonmetines required to sack its | eaders and nenbers but such action shoul d
only be taken on the basis of strong grounds and cl ear proof.

He added: "W know sometinmes we nust sack someone but it must be done
because of a great "sin" like joining another party.

"But, it is not done this way (no confidence vote)."

He said i f the Rantau Panjang Umo division committee had proof about
what Mohd Zain did, it should | odge a conplaint with the Suprene Council

"We nust show proof of the person's m sdeed becuase it is very easy to
make accusations. | too can accuse others of not |iking nme," he added.

On the brainstorm ng neeting organi sed by Kel antan Umo which he
chaired, Dr Mahathir said the discussions focussed on political problens in
the state.

The topi c on seeking ways to ensure that Umo recapture the
opposition-ruled state topped the agenda whi ch included di scussi ons on why
Umo failed in the state

"In general, we find that there has been a re-think on the part of the
peopl e of Kelantan to support Umo and Bari san Nasional (BN)," he said.

Dr Mahat hir, who heads the Kelantan Umo |iaison conmttee, said
probl ens besetting certain divisions were al so raised during the neeting
whi ch | asted about two hours.

The neeting was attended by Kelantan Umo |iai son deputy head Dat uk
Annuar Musa, Jeli Menber of Parlianment Datuk Mustapa Mohanad and about 100
state Umo | eaders fromall |evels.

Dr Mahathir said he al so rem nded Kel antan Umo, and all other state
Umo, to give priority to discipline to ensure success for the party. --
BERNAMA
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