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MAHATHI R DI SAPPOI NTED W TH ASAARI FOR NOT KEEPI NG PPROM SE

LANGKAW , June 2 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad is
di sappoi ntedy20wi th the attitude of former al-Argam | eader Asaari Mihamuad, whom
he said has not kept his words.

The Prime M nister said Asaari shoul d not have organi sed secret neetings
with several of his forner followers, and as reported, to revive the novenent.

"I am di sappointed that Asaari's prom ses are only enpty words, but we will
take action,” he told a press conference on his two-day visit here.

Dr Mahathir, also Home M nister, said the governnment would contiunue to keep
wat ch on the | atest devel opnents (involving forner al-Argamfoll owers) and woul d
act shoul d the need ari se.

"We are still not clear as to the formof action to be taken. Let's leave it
open, and wait for what happens," he added.

Dr Mahathir said what Asaari had preached was a deviation fromthe Islamic
"aki dah" (belief), and this had to be rectified, to save the nation's Mislins
from devi ati on.

Deputy Horme M ni ster Datuk Megat Junid Megat Ayub said yesterday that Asaari
had hel d secret neetings with several of his followers, planning to revive the
banned novenent.

He sai d based on police information, the nmeetings were held in Asaari's
restricted residence.

I n KAMPUNG GAJAH t oday, Megat Junid bl amed the Pusat |slamand the various
state Islamic Religious Affairs Departnents for their failure in arrangi ng an
effective rehabilitation programe for former nenbers of the banned novenent.

Megat Junid Megat said this failure had led to the al-Argamfollowers
attenpting to revive their novenent.

Based on the statenent by some of former followers that rehabiliation
activities were lacking, it was clear that Pusat Islamand the State Religious
Departnents had failed in their efforts, he told reporters after officiating the
Koper asi Bi na Bersanma Bhd annual neeti ng.

"The police can keep watch on their activities, or make arrest or detain
them But the task of rehabilitation, is in the hands of the Religious
Departnents of the various states,” he said.

Megat Junid said he had repeatedly proposed the setting up of a pernmanent
comm ttee between his mnistry and the Pusat |Islamas part of the nove to conbat
devi ati oni st teachi ngs.

Until today, the conmmittee had not been formed, he added.

Asked whether the police would detain forner al-Argam | eader Asaari Mihanmad
who was said to be hol ding ceramahs at his house, Megat Junid said the mnistry
was studying the ceramahs in detail.

So far, investigations had shown that the ceranahs by Assari had not touched
on teachi ngs of the banned "Aurat Mihanmmadi ah", but there were inspiring
el ements towards the novenent revival

"I amnot saying that Asaari is involved in efforts to revive the novenent,
and | amal so not denying that many of his forner followers visited himand he
gave ceremahs," said Megat Junid.

Asked whet her former high echelon | eaders were involved in the revival
efforts, Megat Junid said investigations had so far shown that none had been
i nvol ved.

Megat Junid al so said the four people, including a senior |nmgration
of ficer detained under the Internal Security Act (ISA) |ast week were involved
inthe identity card and the work permt forgery activities. -- BERNAMA
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