28 MAR 1996
Mahat hi r - UMNO
MAHATHI R DI SAPPAO NTED W TH KEDAH ASSEMBLYMEN S ACTI ON

By: Syed Jami | Jaafar

AUCKLAND, March 28 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad i s di sappoi nted by the action of the 22 Kedah State Assenbl ynen who
si destepped party channels and instead resorted to publicity to voice their
views relating to internal matters.

Dr Mahathir said here today there were channels available to themto
forward their views and he was ready to hear whatever they had to say
bef ore maki ng any deci si on

He was speaking to Mal aysian journalists covering his four-day visit to
New Zeal and who asked hi m about the action by the 22 State Assenbl ynen from
Umo who signed a nenorandum addressed to himlast Sunday urging that Tan
Sri CGsman Aroff to be retained as Kedah Menteri Besar.

The State Assenbl ymen's action received wide publicity in the
newspapers the foll owing day, the day Dr Mahathir left for Wellington for
t he New Zeal and visit.

"Normal Iy, the appointnment of a Menteri Besar is the prerogative of the
party chief, and | amthe party chief," said Dr Mahathir who i s Umo
presi dent.

"Even so, if soneone wants to give his views, they are free to do so..
what disappoints me a little is the publicity generated before | even
recei ved t he nenorandum "

He said the matter raised by the Kedah State Assenbl ynen could actually
be referred to the Suprene Council and to him

"This is a party matter and there is no need for public debate," he
added.

Asked if there was any letter or directive to Gsnan to w thdraw as
Menteri Besar, Dr Mahathir said possibly the State Assenbl ymen concer ned
had heard about it.

"They nmust have heard... otherw se, they woul d not have done this," he
said

Conmenti ng on the statenment by Deputy Prine Mnister and Umo Deputy
Presi dent Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimthat the action of the State Assenbl ymen
could not be viewed lightly, he said: "Yes, | do not viewit lightly, but
there are ways..."

Asked about the possibility of disciplinary action being taken agai nst
the State Assenbl ynen by the party, he said it was difficult for himto
coment because there was no specific provision in the party constitution
on the matter.

"But in our party we give freedomof expression, only (they should) use
t he channel s," he added. -- BERNAMA
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