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Mahahtir-Sports
MAHATHI R EXPRESSES CONCERN OVER WANI NG SPI RIT OF VOLUNTEER SERVI CE

LANGKAW , April 11 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday expressed concern over the waning spirit of volunteer service
to devel ope sports in the country.

If the situation was not given attention, he feared that soon the
spirit will disappear altogether, he said.

He added: "If this happens, whatever contribution that is needed nust
be paid for in hard cash. So, we certainly can inmagi ne what will happen to
sports activities where it becones nerely a comercial activity."

Openi ng the National Sports Convention here, he said drastic and firm
steps should be taken to revive and preserve the spirit to serve as a
backbone of the spirit of sportsnmanship.

Besi des the spirit of volunteer service, he added that noble values in
the adm nistration of sports bodies were no | onger evident anong their
| eader shi p.

"What often happens is friction between them and the result is our
sports will not progress if there are groups out only to take advant age of
the opportunities and to serve their self-interests," he said.

Dr Mahathir said this had led to various problens whi ch showed that
there were weaknesses in the systemand structure of the nanagenment in
sports bodi es.

In this connection, change was needed not only anong the athletes but
al so officials, coaches and | eaders of sports organi sations.

"Qur weakness in efforts to create athletes who are successful and of
integrity is due to ineffective | eadership,"” he said.

He bel i eved one of the weaknesses was the lack of ability anbng sports
| eaders in the country to institute change in approach and style in
creating successful athletes and nanagenent.

The weakness was not due to limted tine but the |ack of vision, he
sai d.

"Many of them have held the post for nore than 10 years but they stil
fail to bring any success because of |ack of vision for their organisation
thus | eading to vagueness in the devel opnment of the sport," he added.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment was keen to see that sports continue to
be managed by vol unteers through the various sports associations and cl ubs.
"The governnent will continue to play a role, especially in building
infrastructure and i npl ementing suitable progranmes, and for that, the

Sports Devel opnent Act is being drafted so that those involved will
understand their roles," he added.

The t hree-day convention is attended by 250 participants from nationa
sports bodi es, governnent agencies and the private sector as well as
present and past athletes and individuals who can contribute to devel opi ng

sprorts.
Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Haji Osman Aroff and Youth and Sports
M ni ster Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin attended t he openi ng cerenpny. -- BERNAMA
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