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Mahat hi r - Awar d
MAHATHI R GETS AWARD AT GLI TTERI NG CEREMONY

By: Mahesh Prasad

NEW DELHI, Dec 20 (Bernamm) -- Malaysian Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad was presented the Jawaharlal Nehru Award for Internationa
Under st andi ng at Rashtrapati Bhawan, the Indian President's
resi dence-cumof fice conpl ex, here, tonight.

The award was conferred by Indian President Dr Shanker Dayal Sharna at
a glittering cerenony in the Ashok Hall of the Rashtrapati Bhavan in the
presence of a distinguished gathering of mnisters, senior officials and
di pl omat s.

Presenting the award, which carries a cash presentation of RS. 1.5
mllion (US$43,000), Dr Sharma said that under Dr Mahathir's stewardship
"Mal aysi a has energed in the front ranks of the “Asian Tigers' who
represent the new dynamc spirit of this ancient continent."

Affirmng that Dr Mahathir's vision was not linmted to pronotion of the
wel | - being and prosperity of Ml aysia, he said: "You have voiced the
aspirations, the fears and concerns of the countries of the south. You have
al ways stood for a denocratic and international order, where the voice of
the South is heard and respected. "

Accepting the award as "a great honour and privilege", Dr Mahathir said
that while colonialismhad ended, "Wat we are experiencing nowis indeed a
new formof colonialism nore insidious than open colonialism"

He cal | ed upon devel oping countries "to unite and speak with one one
voi ce to secure our place in the gl obal market."

U Thant, former U N Secretary-General, was the first recepient of the
award in 1965. Ot her recepients of the award, instituted in the early
sixties, were Martin Luther King, Anerican civil rights |eader Indira
Gandhi (former Indian prime ninister), Nelson Mendela, Julius Nyerere and
Mot her Ther esa.

Descri bing Nehru as "an illustrious son of India", Dr Mahathir said:
"Hi s phil osophy and ideas inspired and noul ded the thinking of many | eaders
of the time."

Most of all, Nehru |lived and fought for an end to colonialism he said,
addi ng: "Five decades have now passed. W are now free fromthe
strangl ehold of the old colonialismand we are free to shape our destiny.
However, as we intensify our efforts to devel op our econony and bring
prosperity to our people, we are continuously hanpered by new obstacl es
that restrict our march towards progress and econom c devel oprent. "

Dr Mahathir said: "New issues are constantly being introduced to keep
us as dependent as we were when we were col onies. Thus the few conpetitive
advant ages that we have are bei ng assail ed while the maj or advant ages t hat
t he devel oped countries have, such as patent rights, know how, capital
huge donestic markets etc nmay not be touched at all."

Recal Ii ng Nehru's teaching of "cooperation anbng nmanki nd and nati ons,

Dr Mahat hir exhorted devel opi ng countries to intensify cooperation anong
t hensel ves, saying: "W should concentrate and build on our sinmlarities
and conpl enentaries rather than highlight our differences and divisions."

Dr Mahathir said: "W should be nore forthcomng in sharing our
expertise and technol ogi cal know how rather than harp on our inadequaci es.
We shoul d provide opportunities and facilities for the devel opnent and
pronotion of trade and investnment so as to create a real bridge to
ef fective and productive cooperation anong us."

"Most of all, we nmust stand together to articulate our concerns and



exercise our rights to a fair and just tradi ng environnent. For only when
we achi eve economic strength can we be truly independent.™

Wel comi ng Mahathir as a "synbol of vibrant Asia" Dr Sharnma said: "W
admire you as a | eader who has stood throughout his Iife for the principles
and val ues which were illunm nated by Pandit Nehru and are cheri shed by the
I ndi an people."”

The president agreed with Dr Mahathir that "the age ideology is over
and battlefields are being converted into market places".

He said: "The goal of a peaceful and prosperous world, where countries
are not divided into antagonistic blocks of East and West, rich and poor,
first and third world, is no longer a dream It is realistic and is
achi evabl e. " -- BERNAMA
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