30 DEC 1996
Mahat hi r - Ambassador
MAHATH R HAPPY W TH MOKHTAR SELAT' S RELEASE

SHAH ALAM Dec 30 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad is happy with the rel ease of Ml aysi an anbassador to Peru Ahnad
Mokht ar Sel at yesterday after 12 days in captivity by Tupac Amaru
Revol uti onary Movenment guerillas at the Japanese anbassador's residence in
Li ma.

"I"'mvery happy for him It's been a trying tine for himand for us
al so,” he told reporters here after rolling out the one mllionth Proton
car at the Proton plant, here, today.

He sai d al though the governnent felt the need to do sonething (to
secure Mokhtar's release), at the same tine it did not want to be seen to
be pressuring the Peruvian governnent.

"I think they (Peruvian governnent) have done very well," he said.

Ahmad Mokhtar was anong the | atest group of 20 hostages freed yesterday
by the guerillas who seized the Japanese anbassador's residence and took
captive hundreds of people attending a reception on Dec 17.

Asked about the Sabah and Sarawak governnents requestes to extend the
deadline for renewing the identity card, Dr Mahathir said he woul d study
t he requests.

The two state governnments had asked for the extension as the people
there had difficulty renewing their |ICs due to geographic factors.

Dr Mahathir said that even if the deadline was extended there would
still be people who would delay getting their I Cs renewed. -- BERNANVA
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