23 AUG 1996
Mahat hi r - Chi na
MAHATHI R HEADS TRADE AND | NVESTMENT M SSI ON TO CHI NA

By: Zai noor Sul ai man

BEI JI NG Aug 23 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad arrives here tonorrow | eadi ng sone 250 Mal aysi an corporate | eaders
and government officials to pronote and enhance bil ateral econoni c and
trade cooperation between Ml aysi a and Chi na.

During his four-day visit, Dr Mahathir will hold talks with his Chinese
counterpart Li Peng at the Geat Hall of the People and deliver a keynote
address at the "Ml aysi a- Chi na Partnershi p-The Beijing D al ogue” on Monday
at the China Wrld Hotel, here.

About 700 participants, including 450 Chi nese busi nessnen and
governnent officials, will be attending the two-day di al ogue orgai sned by
Asi an Strategy and Leadership Institute (Asli).

Asli executive vice-president M chael Yeoh, who is also the convenor of
the Beijing Dialogue, saidin a briefing to Malaysia journalists that the
overwhel m ng response from Chi nese busi nessmen and officials indicate their
keen interest and seriousness to do business with Ml aysi a.

He said nost of the top Chinese officials attending the dial ogue were
very keen to listen to what Dr Mahathir has to say in his keynote speech
entitled: "The Dawn of the Asia Century: A Ml aysian Perpective."

O her Mal aysi an speakers at the dialogue include Primary industries
M ni ster Datuk Seri LimKeng Yaik who is to speak on "Strengthening
Bi | ateral Trade and Economi ¢ Cooperation between Ml aysia and Chi na, Pul au
Pi nang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon who will | ead discussions on
"Growm h Triangles: The Indonesi a- Mal aysi a- Thai | and Experi ence - -
Qpportunities for Chinese Entrepreneurs”, and Deputy M nister of Education
Dat uk Dr Fong Chan On who will speak on "Asia: The Centre for Educationa
Excel l ence - Partnering Towards the 21st Century".

Mal aysi an corporate | eaders attendi ng the di al ogue include DRB-H com
chairman Tan Sri Yahaya Ahmad, Tan Sri Abdul Rashid Hussain (RHB), Tan Sri
Tajuddin Rami (Malaysia Airlines), Tan Sri Jeffery Chean (Sungai Way
Group), Tan Sri WIllian Cheng (Lion Goup), Datuk Fracis Yeoh (YTL
Cor poration), Datuk Tan Chin Nam (Tan & Tan Devel opnent Berhad) and Tan Sri
Vi ncent Tan (Berjaya G oup).

Yeoh said at | east 10 joint venture agreenents woul d be signed at the
openi ng of the dial ogue between representatives of Ml aysi an and Chi nese
conpani es.

Apart fromthe dial ogue, Ml aysian businessnen will also attend a
hal f - day wor kshop on "Doi ng Business in China" on Aug, 27 where they would
be given an update on China's economc reforms and | aws on joint ventures.

In a separate briefing, Mlaysia s anmbassador to China, Amr Jaafar,
said the governnent would |i ke to see nobre non-Chi nese busi nessnen from
Mal aysia invest in China, particularly in the fields of construction and
retail business.

He sai d Sino-Ml aysian trade had grown rapidly since the sigining of
the Bilateral Trade Agreenennt in 1988. During the past five years,
bilateral trade increased by 255 per cent fromRM3.2 billion in 1990 to
RMB. 4 billion in 1995

Mal aysi a recorded a trade surplus of RM billion last year with its
exports to China totalling RVb.2 billion against its inmports from Chi na of
RMB. 2 billion

Mal aysi a continued to register a trade surplus of RML billion during
the January-June period this year with exports worth RM2.4 billion agai nst



imports of RML.4 billion.

Mahat hir's visit to China is the fourth as Prine Mnister. H s | ast
visit here was on Nov 20-28 | ast year. -- BERNAMA
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