29 NOV 1996
Mahat hi r - Myanmar
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JAKARTA, Nov 29 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
t oday expressed the hope that Yangon will take specific neasures to inprove
the situation in Myanmar.

In his neeting with State Law, Order and Restoration Council (Slorc)
Chai rman Than Shwe here, Dr Mahathir told the Myanmar | eader that Ml aysia
was concerned about reports on the situation in that country now.

The two | eaders are here to attend the Asean informal summit tonorrow

Forei gn M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, in briefing Ml aysi an
journalists on the neeting, said Than Shwe infornmed the prine mnister
"several tinmes" of the neasures being taken by his government to restore
the situation in Myannar.

Than Shwe expl ained the current situation to Dr Mahathir and told him
that the Myanmar government had the situation under control, he said.

Abdul I ah said Than Shwe al so expressed Yangon's intention to continue
to make a success of the projects in the Mekong basin devel opnent areas.

On the entry of Myanmar into Asean, Dr Mahathir told the Myanmar | eader
that it was Asean's wish to see all the Southeast Asian nations join the
regi onal grouping.

"However, the time of Myanmar's entry into Asean depends on the joint
deci sion of the Asean | eaders and they have to first discuss the matter
anong t hensel ves, " he said.

Asked whet her Myanmar had expressed its intention to beconme an Asean
menber next year, Abdullah said: "He did not state it specifically but the
i ntention was expressed." -- BERNAMA
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