06 AUG 1996

Mahat hir-Interview(Transcript)

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 6 (Bernama) -- Following is the translation of the
transcript of Utusan Mel ayu Group Editor-in-Chief Johan Jaaffar's specia
interviewwith Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad over Radio
Tel evi si on Mal aysia tonight in conjunction with Dr Mahathir's 15 years in
office.

Johan Jaaffar: Fifteen years ago on July 16, 1981 Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad took his oath of office as Malaysia's fourth Prine
M ni ster. Nobody could predict what a personality, once described as an
ultra, can do, soneone once expelled fromhis party and whose book was
banned in his own country.

Anybody keeping track of his devel opnent and political career wll
undoubt edl y be fascinated. As Umo's president he had gone through the
roughest time in his political career when Umo was declared illegal and
his | eadership chall enged. As Prine Mnister, his privatisation policy
initially drew strong criticism So did his new direction towards the
nation's industrialisation

But today we know that he has not only proven his detractors and
critics wong but also nade the nation one of the extraordi nary success
stories. The results can be seen everywhere. Ml aysia has now becone a
speci al industrialised nation anobng devel opi ng countries. Malaysia is the
worl d's 19th biggest exporter. Wen people tal k about the East Asian
Mracle, it is inevitable to nmention Malaysia's pioneering role in this
remar kabl e devel opnent in the regi on and Mal aysi a' s econoni ¢ success serves
as a nodel to many devel opi ng countri es.

Peopl e tal k about Mal aysia with respect. Ladies and gentlenen, with ne
in the special studiointhe Prime Mnister's Departnent is Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad. Thank You, Datuk Seri, for sparing time for this special
i nterview.

Q | would Iike to begin by aski ng whet her you have ever inmagi ned that
Mal aysi a woul d achieve its position today when you were first elected Prine
M ni ster 15 years ago.

A | would not say that | had imagined it, but | had fromthe very
begi nni ng believed that any country is able to achi eve devel opnent given
the right conditions. Therefore, we can see today that it was not
i naccurate after all.

Q There are views that Ml aysia's econom ¢ success was purely
accidental. What is your view on this?

A If it (the success) was by accident, then it woul d have happened in
other countries too. In fact, other devel oping countries have even nore
potential and do not have the problens we face in Mal aysia, such as a
mul ti-racial society, which is known to have been the nmain cause of racia
conflicts hindering national devel opnent in other nations.

Q You al so chanpion a grand vision to nake Mal aysi a a devel oped nation
by 2020. You know, we actually do not have nuch tinme. W only have 5, 840
days or less than 23 years. To ensure that Ml aysia will becone a devel oped
nation by 2020 we have to mai ntain our annual econonic growth at eight per



cent for at least 23 years nore. | don't think any other country had this
record. Do you think we can do it?

A. Actually, we only need an average of seven per cent and not eight
per cent annual economic growth and this is not too high a figure because,
in the past 20 years, we grew at 6.7 per cent a year. Thus, we only need an
additional 0.3 per cent growh and we had proven this for eight consecutive
years. W have the ability to grow higher than eight per cent. In fact,
even an average grow h | ess than seven per cent will achieve a seven per
cent annual grow h.

Q Does the thrust for future economc growh take into account the
fact that we have to maintain that rate?

A: W nust al ways be m ndful of the devel opment around the world which
is closely linked to our econom c growt h because Mal aysia is a trading
country whose economi c growth depends on our ability to produce goods for
exports and manufacturing. Thus, if we are aware of what is happening in
and outside of our market, we coul d make the necessary adjustnments. | am
confident we can.

Q One of the thrusts of the Seventh Ml aysia Plan is the enphasis on
exports. W al so have the inpression that we can export, for exanple, nore
goods and services. Can Datuk Seri conment on this?

A: Qur population is not big. Nowit is about 20 mllion,but 20 mllion
with quite a lowincome. So, we do not have a | arge donmestic nmarket. W
have to use the global market. We have to use our own strength especially
since our cost of living is low and although we may get | ow wages, our
standard of living is not low W can use this as a conpetitive edge to
enabl e our products to be produced at cheaper cost but with high quality.

Q Datuk Seri, you have often raised the question of productivity and
stressed that one of the missing links fromthe smart partnership is the
total involvenment of workers and trade unions. What is the effect on future
programmes if this problemcannot be overcone?

A: It can be overcone if we really want to do it. Productivity is not
something which is difficult to achieve. Wat is only needed fromus is the
will to work hard and, secondly, our determ nation to upgrade our skills.
This we can do. The probl emfaced by devel oped nations nowis that their
wor kers dermand nore pay while their productivity decreases; they nore often
t han not asked for higher wages but at the sane tinme want | ess working
hours, long | eave and all sorts of |leave and all kinds of benefits that
contributed to the increase in cost. W are |ucky because their workers are
doi ng so and this nakes us conpetitive.

Q Datuk Seri, there are views that you are fond of buildi ng nonunents
-- Bakun, KLCC, KL Tower, Putrajaya. Wuld you want to comment on this?

A It is not nmy intention to build nmonunents. | don't think nonuments
are necessary for nme. But for a country we nust have sonet hing whi ch we can
be proud of as a | andmark. W say that our country has devel oped but there
is nothing to show the signs of devel opnent that the people can see. So
when we have a tower at | east we know we have a tower and this is sonething
whi ch the people can be proud of, not nme. | don't need any nonunents. There
is only one nonunent, the |l ow one that we want |ater. Sonetines the tal



ones that we built are monuments but nonetheless all are facilities,
facilities for our country's devel opnment, infrastructure. An airport is an
infrastructure. Qur airports can no longer cater for all aircraft which fly
to Subang. Bakun, we need electricity, energy, power. The KL Tower was not
built just for us to go up, nmere decoration. It is used for

tel ecomuni cati ons. The KLCC, we don't have nuch land in KL, KL is small.
The price of land is too high. If we build a hut on this prine |and
definitely it's a waste. So we built KLCC to maxim se fromthe cost of

| and.

Q Datuk Seri, in your opinion do you think the people understand the
i nplication of Malaysia becom ng a devel oped country?

A:. Yes, nost of us have not really fully understood. Many think that a
devel oped country neans hi gher incone. To be truly devel oped we nmust have
the ability in all fields, our own ability in produci ng sonething, having
industries. In cultural aspects, | have said that it woul d be nmeani ngl ess
if we becone a devel oped country if we still have the habit of throw ng
rubbish all around us with no regard to the environnent. W don't realise
that cleanliness is what, as the Mal ay sayi ng goes, "ada harta, tidak ada
erti" (have wealth but no neaning). W want to have wealth and at the sane
know how t o manage it.

Q Datuk Seri, your book "The Malay Dl emma", anobng other things, deals
with several aspects of the Malays. Do you see any nmmjor difference between
the Malays in the book, which | believe was witten in the 50s, with the
present ©Mal ays?

A | find the Mal ays now are nore aggressive, sonetinmes too aggressive,
so much so that canpaigns for posts are carried out to such an unpl easant
extent. However, they no longer feel they lack sonething, no inferiority
conmpl ex. Many of them believe that what others can do they can al so do, and
this is the difference between the Malays during the era we were fighting
for independence, when many Mal ays then were not confident that we can gain
i ndependence and rul e on our own. Now we are confident that we can rule our
country better than before, in fact better than sone devel oped countri es.
We also believe that if we are willing to take up chall enges, we can
over cone them

Q Datuk Seri, you also raised several theories and observati ons about
the Mal ays in your book which, perhaps, are no | onger valid. Among ot hers,
the question of marriage between cousins and the environment can retard
one's nental devel opment. Perhaps there are theories in the book which you
yoursel f would |i ke to debunk or question.

A: Yes, maybe ny analysis then was inaccurate and the factor that |
mentioned, i.e. genetic, was not that correct. But the practice of nmarriage
bet ween cousins is no nore w despread because now we | ook for our own
partner, not like in those days when our parents | ooked for suitors anpbng
imediate fanmilies. So, we cannot say for sure that what | said in the book
were wong, we don't have the statistics on this. But |'mpositive if we
were not sure then that the Mal ays coul d overcone the weaknesses in their
culture, today we can see they are capable of it.

Q One of the reasons why your book was banned was because it was too
frank. You criticised the political |eadership at that tine. Is it possible
that during your 15 years in office you unconsciously repeated sone of the



m st akes nmentioned in the book?

A It is possible. I don't want to rule that out, but it is up to the
peopl e to nmake observations because | can't judge nyself. Even if you | ook
inthe mrror your right side will become your left and vice-versa. So it
is not totally true. But | always give serious consideration to other
people's criticisns.

Q There seens to be a hidden agenda when you tal k about the need for
the Malays to uplift their status to give themdignity and pride. This
inplies that the Mal ays are | ooked down upon. Do you think this is still an
i ssue?

A: | conme froma generation that went through four colonial nmasters --
the British, Japanese, Thai and again under British Mlitary
Adm nistration. So, | really know howit feels to be | ooked down upon. On
the other hand we no | onger have to bow and address others as "tuan" and,
in fact, sonme of us are now tal ki ng about Mal ay supremacy and so on. |If you
are already the master, so be it and we don't have to brag about it. In
fact, we've been able to redeemour dignity through our achi evenents. You
shoul dn't demand respect from people; you have to earn it. QGhers will not
respect us if we demand it. What is inportant is our achievenent. If we
have proven our capability, automatically others will respect us and thus
our dignity is preserved

Q Inthis context, | would like to ask Datuk Seri a hypothetica
question. WIIl the Malays be better off if the country is
politically-dom nated by the Chinese |ike the Chinese are being better off
now with the political power in the hands of the Ml ays?

A: That is difficult for us to answer but | think nost Chinese, they
are pragmatic. O course, if they constitute 80 per cent of the popul ation
of this country I think the Malays should worry but in this present
situation the Mal ays are 56 per cent of the Ml aysi an popul ati on while the
Chi nese are only 32 per cent. The Chinese, being pragmatic, would not do
somet hi ng whi ch woul d eventual |y j eopardi se thensel ves.

Q | would Iike to touch on privatisation. Datuk Seri, a |ot of
countries have failed to inplement privatisation progranmes but Ml aysia is
bei ng | ooked upon as a nodel by many countries. What is the thrust of the
country's privatisation in future taking into consideration all the
successes and weaknesses?

A. W have to |l ook at privatisation as a tool to achieve justice in our
rapi d devel opment. That's why we i nmposed two conditions when we decided to
privatise government departnents, that is, the workers should not be
retrenched. Secondly, their pay should not be | ess attractive than what
they were getting in the government; in fact it should be better. This is a
good basi s whi ch enabl ed our workers to accept privatisation; in fact, they
asked to be privatised. Wien the attitude is right and suitable with
privatisation, then the possibility of privatisation succeeding is better
t han neasures taken by other countries which, for exanple, reduce the size
of their workforce as a step to reduce a conpany's expenditure, which we
don't do here.

Q There are critics saying that many of these privatisation progranmes
are only awarded to a small group of individuals or conpanies. What is your



comment on this?

A If we list out who benefits fromprivatisation, we will see that
many have benefited fromprivatisation. | adnit that not all will get it
because each tine there is one, many will bid for it and we have to
consi der each and everyone of their abilities. W cannot give the project

to those with |l ess capability because it will surely fail. But when we
receive a proposal fromthose with good track records, we will give it to
them They are not small in nunber. Many have built roads, not only PLUS

O hers al so have the opportunity.

Q Is it possible, Datuk Seri, that to ensure a company or a group of
i ndi vi dual s does not nonopolise an econom c activity that is to be
privatised, an anti-trust |aw should be introduced |ike in many ot her
countries?

A. W have not reached that stage yet. Actually, the nunber of our
peopl e, especially Bum puteras, who have the capability is not many. If we
try tolimt themtoo often, then others who nm ght be | ess capabl e woul d
al so be affected.

Q Privatisation has definitely brought a | ot of benefits fromthe
poi nt of transferring the governnment's burden to the private sector but how
about the burden which had to be borne by the consuners, for exanple? This
i s because one of the problens arising fromprivatisation is that the
conpani es i nvolved do not take into consideration the need of the consuners
or the majority of the people or that conpani es that nmade extraordi nary
profits do not reduce their tariff, etc. What is your opinion on this
soci al responsibility which should be carried out by the conpanies
concer ned?

A: Actually our choice is either to have or not to have. The gover nnent
cannot afford, so if we still want the governnment to do it so that the
peopl e woul d not be burdened wi th anyt hing, maybe the people may not get
anything at all because we cannot afford. So, for us to ensure that we
still have it we nust accept the fact that the people share a bit of the
responsibility. Even then we reduce as nmuch as possible. For instance, the
Nort h- Sout h Expressway. Actually, the toll that we pay is very low. In
Japan, for exanple, each kilonetre is RML. Here, it's only a few sen. The
reason for the cheaper rate is because when the governnent transferred its
asset, we did not charge according to the market rate, but at a nom nal
price. This nominal price is not only to assist the conmpany but also to
hel p the people so that they are not charged heavily before the conpany
makes profits. That is the reason why the government is seen to be giving a
| ot of opportunities to conpanies. The opportunities are channelled to the
peopl e.

Q | would like to touch on the poem "Perjuangan Yang Bel um Sel esai "
(The Unfinished Struggle) and | quote a verse which goes, "Tears have no
nmeani ng. Past history is neaningless, if a beloved nation is neglected,
ridiculed and forgotten. What pronpted a Prine Mnister to wite as such?

A: | have been through that era. | have seen Ml ays bei ng ki cked by
others for not respecting the colonial national anthem | have seen Ml ays
bei ng | ooked down upon, called "boy' by foreigners, and regarded as
i nconpetent, good for nothing and even when we want to do business we wil
be asked whet her we have done busi ness before. Wien we say no', the reply



was " huh, you can't do business'. Therefore, we were forever downtrodden
and humiliated. | really felt humliated.

Q Datuk Seri, we agree that the Mal ays' success today is spectacul ar
and you yoursel f have often raised the possibility of a ~backl ash’
resulting fromtheir achievenent. If they are poor, perhaps they could
manage and accept it as fate but can the Ml ays handle their success?

A If we don't, if responsible | eadership, for exanple, had not
rem nded us all on the inportance of us not forgetting our past, | don't
thi nk we coul d have handl ed our success because managi ng success is just as
probl emati c as nmanagi ng poverty or our past failures. But we often rem nd
oursel ves and hope the younger generation will be told of their roots.

Q Datuk Seri, | would Iike to touch on racial unity in the country and
one of the obvious aspect of Ml aysia's success is because of our ability
to manage the problemof racial unity. Wat is your vision, your hope on
the issue of racial unity? WII it end or be resolved in the future?

A: Tines change. In the past our focus was on assinilation. There is no
more effort on assimlation. In fact, in the United States, they al ways
tal k about going back to their roots. Thus, if we want to go back to
assimlation, it would be difficult. If we have accepted that it is not
possi bl e, we nust seek other ways to bridge the gap between races. To quote
De Bono's Lateral Thinking, "If we can't cross a road, we take a different
path to get to the sane destination'

Q Is it not possible that due to economi c and political stability, the
i ssue of racial unity has been sidelined but will re-energe if economnic
recession and political problens return?

A: Certainly it is possible if there is a recession. However, | hope
that if there is a recession, there would not be any racial disparity. The
Chinese will face problens, so will the Ml ays and the Indians, too.
Therefore, there won't be any ill-feelings and jeal ousy sinply because
others are better off than us.

Q Singapore's forner Prine Mnister nentioned "neritocracy' as one of
the preconditions if Ml aysia and Singapore were to be reunited. Is it
possible to have a situation where “affirmative action' and soci al
engi neering such as the New Econom ¢ Policy do not exist? Is the situation
possi bl e anywhere else in the world, Datuk Seri?

A | think that it is not possible because the systemin one country
differs fromanother. So is the culture and the approach. W have to adopt
an approach suited to a particul ar place and situation.

Q Datuk Seri, as a result of econom c success, we have cone to a point
wher e unenpl oyment no | onger exists in the country. However, the
inplication is that we have to bring in many foreign workers, |egal or
illegal ones. W now have nore than a nillion inmmgrant workers resulting
in other problens. What | essons can we learn fromthis experience, Datuk
Seri?

A. This is a problemof success. Qur plan initially was to focus on
creating job opportunities. We did not take into account the government's
incone and, in fact, we were willing to waive tax on conpani es as | ong as



they could provide jobs. Suddenly, all our people were al ready enpl oyed and
we are not prepared for this. W cannot abruptly halt industries that are
in need of |abour. Thus, we have no choice but to go on with it and accept
foreign | abour. Meanwhile, we are paying nore attention on upgradi ng our

| abour force to undertake | ess | abour-intensive jobs. This will mean that
workers will receive higher pay and reduce our dependence on | abour from

ot her countries.

Q Datuk Seri, Singapore also inported foreign | abour in the 1960s when
they were devel oping the country. However, only a few of the foreigners
ended up residing there or becom ng Singapore citizens. Maybe this will not
be the case in Mal aysia. What are your views?

A W are larger in size, thus it is harder for us to nmonitor our
borders conpared to Singapore. W cannot do it their way. Furthernore, we
need foreign | abour and when they are allowed into the country, various
ki nds of unhealthy activities crept in.

Q During your recent visit to the Kyrgyz Republic, Ml aysia had been
offered for the first time to conduct a thorough study on the different
aspects of the republic. Does this nmean that we are now able to export our
expertise?

A It is alearning process. The comuni st systemis very different
fromours. Everything is subsidised -- lifestyles, transportation, food
houses. Now, they want to enter the nmarket system and this is very
difficult for them W want to know what is the best mechanismfor them If
we could learn this, then we can be nore effective in our own nationa
admini stration. At the sane tine, we can help Kyrgyz to overcone the
probl emof “nental block' in their people who all this while believed that
it is the governnent's responsibility to provide jobs and subsi di se
everything. As a result, goods produced are not used but they continue the
production just to create jobs.

Q Datuk Seri, wherever we have followed you on your visits, we
journalists always hear of Mal aysia being a nodel admired by other
countries. Does it nmean that we can now be a consultant to nost devel opi ng
countries?

A | think a lot of agencies in the world, including the Wrld Bank,
realise that Mal aysia' s achievenent is extraordinary and can be a nodel to
ot her devel opi ng countri es and many devel opi ng countries al so fee
likewise. So if they ask us how we progressed we should tell and don't hide
it fromthem There's nothing to gainif we refuse to reveal. |If they can
use it, let it be.

Q Datuk Seri, one of Ml aysia's successes is that we have becone a new
econom ¢ force, at least in this region, anbong devel opi ng countri es.
Al t hough we are very vocal in the world arena to chanpion internationa
i ssues, the fact remains we are still small interns of mlitary strength.
Are we also interested to becone a newnilitary force in the future?

A: No, because we do not believe in solving problens through nmilitary
ways. W believe nore in diplonmacy, especially as we want to be friendly
with everybody. At the same tine, we have given notice to all that we want
to be friends, but if anybody wants to do the wong thing, we should be
given the freedomto advise themas much as they feel they are free to



advi se us. That is denocracy.

Q | would Iike to draw Datuk Seri's attention to Malaysia's Multinedi a
Super Corridor (MSC). What do you expect Malaysia to gain fromthe
I nformati on Technol ogy in the future?

A This is what |'ve said in the beginning on the inportance for us to
be aware of devel opnents taking place in the world. W know that we are now
moving fromthe Industrial Age to the Information Age. W nust know t he
meani ng of Information Age and its effects on the country's economnmy, on our
people. Wth the MSC, we have taken a positive step to bring our country
abreast with the changes that we could not avoid, that is, changes fromthe
I ndustrial Age to the Information Age.

Q Datuk Seri, during the Multinedia Asia '96 exhibition recently you
pai nted a scenario of an el ectronic governnent. Isn't this sonmething scary?

A: Actually in the old days, the government was so secretive fromthe
peopl e even to the extent of not recording anything to prevent the people
from knowi ng what they were doi ng. But when the governnent becones bigger
they could no longer rule by word of nouth and had to wite down and this
meant others will be able to know the secret. Now we have reached a stage
wher eby governnment activities have becone enornobus and have to nove
rapidly. W can no longer wite, we can no |onger type, we have to use
computers. W nust know how to conmuni cate with others through conputers. A
system nmust be devel oped to ensure all our notes, our records and our
busi ness are saved. Then only can we conpete with others who will use the
system O herwise, we will be left behind.

Q Do you feel we are now ready to create an intelligent society and
paperl ess soci ety and noving towards a digital econony?

A: | think if we make a decision that we have to face this matter, the
questions regarding our attitude, training, skills, will depend on our
willingness to learn. This is not a nystery. |'ve often said that there is

no nmystery in the ability of the Wsterners, such as in engi neering or
other fields. If we want to learn, we too can do what they do.

Q Datuk Seri, recently you net Bill Gates, the owner of Mcrosoft, and
usual |y people |ike themdo not have an eye for devel opi ng countries. But
what were Bill Gates' views on the multinedia programre and our plans in

I nf or mati on Technol ogy?

A: W nust renenber that Bill Gates was poor before and began his work
in a car garage and he nay now still believe that anything starts from
small . So even though he considers us snmall, maybe he thinks that there is
a likelihood of us beconming big. That's why he is concentrating on a smnal
area in the world which is still devel opi ng rapidly.

Q Another thing, Datuk Seri. Regarding the question of multinedia and
I nformati on Technol ogy. Are we not progressing too fast?

A: W cannot wait for the nornmal transition. Wile the Industrial
Revol ution in the Wst took 200 years, we cannot wait 200 years. W have to
move faster and | believe that if we have the ability, we can chase others
until we are on par with them



Q Some of our people are still contending with the problem of basic
anenities. Don't you think we may tal k of different agenda?

A: Yes, although you can provide basic anenities to all we nust bear in
m nd t hat when the conputer was invented, the inventors thought that the
wor | d needed only five conputers. It never crossed their mnd that everyone
can own a conputer which is nore powerful than the old computer of the size
of three roons. The day will conme when the prices of these conmputers wll
come down further. Even today they have gone down and our incomes have gone
up. If we work hard, InsyaAllah, we can own all the equipnent there are.

Q Datuk Seri, everywhere people have started to tal k about | osing
faith in political parties but Umo continues to remain strong. After 50
years, it is still gaining strength and expanding. What is the secret of
Umo' s success?

A: In ny opinion, Umo has a formof discipline, i.e., the willingness
to accept an ordinary nenber to be a | eader and being loyal to the
| eadership. In the Malay cultural system we tend to | ook at one's status.
If one is a king, his son could inherit the throne and whether he is
capable or not will not be questioned. But Umo practises a politica
culture that recognises one's right to lead the party if he has certain
capabilities, for instance, naking hinself popular and conpetent.

Q Wiat is the quality of Umo nenbers today, Datuk Seri? Is it true
that the spirit of volunteerismand sacrifice have faded? And efforts are
geared only to attaining sonmething or to serving an interest?

A: | don't deny that there is to sone extent a decline in quality as
Umo has grown in size. Usually, when you have sonething in plenty, the
quality tends to be |l ower. Wen we struggl ed agai nst the Mal ayan Uni on and
to gain our |Independence, the nunber of Umo nenbers hardly reached
100, 000. But they were so dedi cated and they shook the world. As Sukarno
had said if he could get 10 strong young men, he could shake the world. In
denocracy, we do need nunmbers and nunbers are inportant in w nning an
el ection, for instance. In fact, in 1987, sonme peopl e thought we should
have an elitist party, i.e., a small party but with a big foll ow ng who are
non-card carrying nmenbers. That is one opinion, but we find there is no
comm t ment unl ess one becones a nenber. By being a nenber, he has
comm t nent al t hough he may not have the quality.

Q | wonder what is the formula fromw thin that can destroy Umo,
Dat uk Seri ?

A | believe that if we are too pre-occupied with gaining positions to
the extent of resorting to corrupt practices, the party and the country
will be destroyed as those el ected were corruptly chosen and they in turn
wi || choose fromanpbng t hose who accept bribes and eventually the Prine
Mnister will be a corrupt one. So, the country will go to pieces but | am
confident that so far we have been able to handle this matter.

Q The Suprene Council recently nmade a decision that there is no need
to have activities, programes and so on for the Cctober party el ections.
Have we conme to the stage that we can't even trust our nenbers, Datuk Seri?

A W need to respond to what is taking place. If we stick to a
standard way wi thout considering its inplications, |ike sone Wstern



nations that practised denocracy as if it's areligion. They faced a | ot of
probl ens and many ot her countries also faced probl ens because of denopcracy.
We nust take into account when denocracy is abused. W shoul d take neasures
whi ch appear to be | ess denocratic in order to save the denpcratic system
itself. That's why we banned all forns of canpai gning.

Q Datuk Seri, all your grand plans, ideas and vision will be
meani ngl ess if the person taking over the reins of | eadership fromyou
| acks the sane vision that you have. Do you have full confidence in the
person desi gnated to succeed you?

A: W al ways have di scussions and | think Umo's stand is not m ne al one
but the outcome of our talks in the party which we endorsed. This is how
the party is managed and |'mconfident if I'mno longer in the party, it
woul d continue to be managed, perhaps with a different style but the
obj ective is the sane.

Q Wiy is it that there are so many theories of conspiracy about your
relationship with Datuk Seri Anwar so rmuch so that you and himoften had to
make various statenents to ease the situation?

A: Qur people are so obssessed with this conspiracy theory, |ooking for
t he hidden notives when there is no motive at all. The matter is as it
appears, nothing nore than that. But we Malays in particular like to read
too nmuch into things. But we Malays in particular Iike to read too nuch
into things. If he gives nme sonething, what is his notive? W al ways ask

this question. W should, in fact, accept it at face value. | had to
repeatedly clarify this matter because | found that it created all sorts of
uneasy situations in the party. In fact, I amconfident Datuk Seri Anwar

can take over fromme w thout causing any adverse effects to Umo and he
will not force ne to step down.

Q Datuk Seri, had you ever doubted Datuk Seri Anwar's |oyalty and
sincerity?

A: At tinmes when you are inundated with all kinds of reports, you get
the feeling that it may be true. | think whether | believe it or not, one
day | have to withdraw fromthe post. And if | do not have trust in the
person who is to succeed me, it is quite difficult for ne to comruni cate
with him

Q Datuk Seri, we've heard that it is not easy to be the nunber two nman
to Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanmad and Datuk Seri Anwar i s now undergoing a
test to prove his ability. Do you think that he is able to conti nue what
you have done all along this far?

A: | think he is able but obviously he is different fromne. | don't
believe he will be 100 per cent |ike ne. Nobody can be me 100 per cent and
| too cannot be 100 per cent Anwar.

Q In any third world country, the | eaders are criticised for bringing
their children into politics and business. Do you set any conditions,
limts or controls for your children's involvenent in politics or business?

A. Actually, | do. To the extent that sonmetinmes | infuriate my children
because | say don't do this and that. | don't at all give themspace in
politics and | don't help themeven if they have the interest. One of them



is keen but I'mnot going to help him That is his business. But then, it
will be unfair for ne to stop him But to say that | want to push him
forward, no, | don't do that. Likew se in business, if they want to do
busi ness, they can. But as far as possible, they should not involve the
governnent. If they want to do business, do it with others.

Q The question often asked is who is the real Dr Mahathir. Many
t hought you have been largely influenced by political philosophers like
Machi avel | i, Karl Von Clausewitz and the like. And that you are al so
i nfl uenced by Sun Tzu. But are there any beliefs that influenced your
politics all this while?

A: | believe what have influenced nmy politics is after studying the
hi story of several backward countries and that they would not remain
backward forever and that devel oped countries al so woul d not be advanced
forever. Gven the correct action a backward country can progress and i f we
observe the history of nations of the world, we'll find that at one tinme or
ot her they were once backward. The British, for exanple, are from people
who once were cavenen, who suddenly rose to build an enpire. So were the
Greek, Romans and even Russia during the tine of Peter the Great was once
| ooked upon as very backward. But Peter the Great changed all that and
turned Russia into a world power during his tinme. Therefore in ny opinion,
if we are willing to develop the nation and use the experience of earlier
| eaders who took their countries out of backwardness to progress, | think
we can achi eve progress. W don't have to know nuch about C ausewitz or
Machi avel li. Actually, | only know their names but | have not read
Cl ausewi tz and Machi avel | .

Q Was there any setback during the last 15 years you have been in
of fice?

A. Yes, there were frustrations, sonetines when we want to do sonething
right, accussations were hurl ed agai nst us. Sometines when we ask that
somet hi ng not be done, our advice was not heeded. For exanple, when we talk
about noral decline and drug abuse anong Mal ay children. This frustrated ne
because we have not even reached the | evel of devel opnent where we can
relax. It seens even before reaching that |evel we are already obssessed
wi th aping westerners. W don't emul ate the good fromthem but the bad.
This frustrated ne.

Q What has been your nost beautiful nmonment as Prine Mnister thus far?

A: The npst beautiful experience is seeing our country devel op and
display our ability, especially that of the Malays in attaining the | evel
that we have reached now. Actually, nmy dream before beconming Prine M nister
was to ook at pictures in the Straits Tines of Mal ay executives being
pronoted. That was ny big anmbition then but now such a thing is very
conmon. This is nmost heartening. -- BERNAVA

ES RN YBY



	Mahathir-Interview (Transcript) (Bernama 06/08/1996)

