29 FEB 1996

MAHATHI R LAUNCHES LANGKAW HELI COPTER SERVI CES

LANGKAW , Feb 29 (Bernanmm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today officially Iaunched a Langkaw - based helicopter service by
perform ng the "menepung tawar” cerenony on the conpany's helicopter at the
Langkawi | nternational Airport.

The brief cerenony was held on the airport tarmac shortly before Dr
Mahat hir, acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhamed Ali,
|l eft for Bangkok to attend the two-day inaugural sunmmt of Asian and
Eur opean heads of government begi nning tonorrow.

The heli copter, the French-nmade singl e-engi ned Ecureuil A350BA, bel ongs
to Langkawi Helicopter Services Sdn.Bhd. (LHS) which plans to service the
I ndonesi a- Mal aysi a- Thai |l and Gcowt h Triangle (I MI-GT) ar ea.

LHS chi ef executive Mohamad Abdul | aha said in a press release that it
woul d give priority to destinations in Kedah, Perlis and Pulau Pinang with
the hope of playing a major role in the tourismindustry, especially in
Langkawi .

The only helicopter conpany offering such services in the northern
region, LHS currently operates its services on a chartered basis.

Mohamad said the conpany woul d be offering tourismand energency
medi cal evacuati on servi ces besides search and rescue, VIP and corporate
servi ces, aerial photography and film ng. -- BERNAVA
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