04 JUL 1996
Mahat hi r - Rur al
MAHATHI R LAUNCHES MOVEMENT TO BRI NG PROGRSS TO RURAL AREAS

TELUK I NTAN, July 4 -- A farner in Mal aysia should be able to nmanage a
pl ot of at |east 400 hectares and use various nodern machi nery by the year
2020 when the country achi eves devel oped status, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad sai d today

"That's our wi sh when we think of Vision 2020. W don't want the rura
community to be I eft behind when Mal aysi a beconmes a devel oped nation," the
Prime M nister said.

He said this when | aunching the Gerakan Desa Wawasan (Rural Vision
Movenent)

-- a programme ai ned at naki ng kanmpungs and ot her rural areas to be nore
progrssive, attractive and profitable -- at Fel cra Seberang Perak near here
t oday.

Al so present were Perak Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ram i Ngah Talib, Rura
Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Annuar Misa, and state executive council nenbers
in charge of agriculture and rural devel opnent.

The Prime Mnister said that in 2020, Ml aysian farners could be wholly
self reliant with skilled |ocal |abour to manage their |arge scal e estates.
Towards this end, the governnent had | aunched the Gerakan Desa Wawasan
with the ai mof nmoulding a rural society which kept abreast of rapid

nati onal devel opnent.

"This is the governnent's hope and al so that of the people. To nanage
estates in a nodern way, however, we have to change our way of thinking and
wor ki ng, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said rural society had no choice but to change in keeping
wi th the wi nds of change bl owi ng across the country.

Subsi st ence farm ng shoul d not be around when Ml aysi a becane a
devel oped nation, he said.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi ans, especially those in the rural areas, nust
have the confidence that they coul d becone successful nodern farmers.

By becom ng nodern farnmers, he said, they could not only earn nore but
al so hel p to overcone the nmanpower shortage prpblem

"W don't want to depend on foreign workers anynore as the noney they
earn is not spent in this country but sent back to the country of origin.
In the end, we are the ones who | ose out,"” he said.

The Prime M nister said Mal aysi ans had proven tine and again that they
could do sonmething better than others if they really wanted to.

This could be seen fromthe fact that Malaysia is held as an exanpl e by
many ot her countries for its achivenents in various fields, he added. --
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