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MAHATHI R LAUNCHES THI RD OVERSEAS CHAI R OF MALAY STUDI ES

By: Ali Mamat and Syed Jam | Jaafar

VEELLI NGTON, March 27 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad t oday
| aunched the Chair of Malay Studies, the first in the Australia-New Zeal and
region and the third of its kind in the world, at the Victoria University
here.

The other two universities which have simlar programmes are the
Uni versity of Ghio in the United States and the University of Leiden in the
Net her | ands.

Fol | owi ng the | aunching, the Prine Mnister also witnessed the signing
of agreenments for the establishnent of the Chair by the Director-Ceneral of
Educati on Datuk Dr Johari Mat and the Chancellor of the university Dougl as
Wi te.

The Chair was made possible through funding fromthe Ml aysi an and New
Zeal and governnents, an endowrent of RMBOO, 000 by the Renong Group and the
annual contribution fromfour foundations - the Ernslaw One (a subsidiary
of the Mal aysi an-based Ti ong Group), the Asia 2000 Foundation, Brierley
I nvestments Ltd and New Zeal and Post Ltd.

Al so present at the cerenpbny were the M nister of Education Datuk Seri
Naji b Tun Razak and the M nister of International Trade and | ndustry Dat uk
Seri Rafidah Aziz.

The university's Acting Vice-Chancellor Prof Chris Dearden said at the
| aunching that the establishnent of the Chair would contribute
substantially to understandi ng and appreciation of the history, politics,
| anguage and ot her aspects of Ml aysi a.

It will fit very harnmoniously for exanple with our programes in
international relations and politics, Asian studies and Asian | anguages and
many of our graduate programmes in the Commerce Faculty,' he said.

In his speech, Douglas said it was well recognised in New Zeal and t hat
a deep understanding of the major cultures of Asia is now essential for the
public and private sectors who have dealings with the Asian region, and
even the broader popul ation there needs an increased appreciation of those
cul tures.

Dr Mahathir, who is on a four-day visit to New Zeal and, |eaves this
capital city today for Lake Taupo, a famous tourismspot, for an overnight
stay before proceedi ng to Auckl and tonorrow. -- Bernanma
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