25 MAR 1996

MAHATHI R LEAVES FOR NEW ZEALAND VI SI T

KUALA LUVPUR, March 25 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad | eft for New Zeal and today for a four-day visit aimed at
further strengthening good rel ati ons between the two countries.

Dr Mahathir and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali were seen
off at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang by Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mand a host of Cabi net nenbers.

Among t hose acconpanying Dr Mahathir on his trip are International
Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, Education M nister
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and Deputy Foreign Mnister Datuk Dr Leo M chael
Toyad.

He is scheduled to hold talks with his New Zeal and counterpart Jim
Bol ger in Wellington and attend a function organi sed by the New
Zeal and- Mal aysi a Busi ness Council in Auckl and.

Dr Mahathir is also expected to inaugurate the Chair in Ml ay Studies
at Victoria University and | aunch the New Zeal and-Asia Institute at
Auckl and University. -- BERNAMVA
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