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MELBOURNE, March 25 (Bernama) -- Australian Foreign M nister Al exander
Downer said after his informal neeting with Ml aysian Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad in Darwi n tonight that Australia was |ooking
forward to better trade and diplomatic relations with Ml aysia.

Downer described his neeting with Dr Mahathir as "warm and easy".

"The nmeeting will be a good foundation for the bilateral reltionship
bet ween the Mal aysi an and Australian governments,” he told reporters after
his 45-m nute di scussion with Dr Mahat hir whose pl ane stopped in Darwin for
refuelling before continuing his journey to New Zeal and for a three-day
official visit.

Downer said he and Dr Mahathir tal ked about the need to update the
"sonmewhat redundant" trade agreenent which existed between the two
countri es.

O her topics discussed included education links and the Transfield
naval boat bid.

Downer said Dr Mahat hir responded "with interest to the issues raised
and that Dr Mahathir expected to hear further on the topics at a neeting
with Australian Prine Mnister John Howard in Brisbane on Friday.

He said tonight's neeting was a "very productive introduction" of the
new Australian governnent to its Mal aysi an counterpart.

"There have been sone differences of course at the political |evel and
we clearly have a task to inmprove the political relationship and I think we
have nade a good start at that tonight," Downer said.

"The nmeeting | had with Dr Mahathir was a very positive, warmand easy
nmeeting," he said.

"This nmeeting has provided very good foundations for the bil ateral
relati ons between Australia and Mal aysia under a coalition government," he
sai d.

Downer said he had stressed the inportance of the bilateral
rel ati onshi p.

He said he told Dr Mahathir that Australia hoped to negotiate a new
trade agreenent with Mal aysia this year.

On multilateral issues, Downer confirmed the Howard governnment's
comm tment to APEC and to Asean.

"Dr Mahathir flagged that he woul d be raising those i ssues and the
i ssue of the East Asia Economic Caucus (EAEC) with M Howard on Friday,"
Downer sai d.

Dr Mahathir, who | ooked in good spirits, did not speak to reporters. --
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