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By: Mohd Fi sol Jaafar

ALOR SETAR, Jan 4 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today had his first formal neeting with the Ml aysi an Thai
comunity in Kanmpung Akar, 40 kmfrom here, the biggest settlenment of Tha
Mal aysi ans in the country.

At the neeting, he announced the appoi ntnent of forner Kedah Royal
Custonms and Exci se Departnent director Charern Intachart, 56, as senator,
the first Thai Ml aysian to be nmade a nenber of the Senate.

Dr Mahathir said he was happy for the opportunity to formally neet the
community for the first tinme because previously his intention to do so had
to be deferred several times due to pressing official duties.

"This neeting is also to keep to the prom se | nade during the
canpai gning for the | ast general election," he told about 2,000 of the
conmuni ty who canme fromseveral states in the peninsula.

Charern said there were 50,000 Mal aysi ans of Thai origin in Mlaysia,
the magjority of themto be found i n Kedah.

Speaking to reporters after the neeting, Dr Mahathir said the Tha
community was one of several nminority groups in the country who nunbers
were to snmall to be able to have an el ected representati ve.

But, through appointnent as a Senator, the representative of the Tha

community -- as in the case of other mnorities |ike the Portuguese and
| ndonesi ans -- could | ook after the interests of their communities, he
added.

Charern is chairman of the Thai comrunity coordinating conmittee

In his speech at the neeting, Dr Mahathir said the Thai community in
Mal aysi a had contri buted nuch to national devel opnent.

They had assimilated well with other communities in the country and
never caused any probl ens, he added.

"This is the beauty of Ml aysia. Al races can |ive in peace anong one
anot her. For exanple, in Sabah and Sarawak, | amtold there are 86 ethnic
groups who live in harnony," he said.

Dr Mahathir said only with peace and solidarity could devel opnent
progress snoothly.

Many devel oped countries found it difficult to forge harnony anong
their multi-racial population, he added.

"The Bosni ans and Serbs who are fromthe sanme breed and have a common
| anguage al so cannot be friends, but fight," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the government had no intention to prohibit the
conuni ties in Mal aysia fromchanging their way of living or culture; they
were free to practise their culture and religion

He then advi sed the rural peopl e against being instigated by certain
groups to oppose devel opnent.

Referring to such groups as "devils," he said when the governnent nade
pl ans to devel op a kanpung, such a group would instigate the people to
reject it.

He urged the rural folk to accept the governnent's devel opment pl ans,
like the programme to resettle residents of new villages. He said: "Through
the programme, it will be easier for the governnent to provide
infrastructure facilities besides reduci ng costs.

"If the residents are dispersed, the devel opnment cost to the governnent
will be higher."

Dr Mahathir said it was inportant for every citizen to realise that "we



cannot rely on others to safeguard our country."

Citing the kidnapping of 14 Bosnian Muslins by the Serbs, he said the
commander of NATO forces there refused to hel p even after the Bosni an
government made a request.

"The NATO conander said it was not the job for NATO (to help the
ki dnapped Bosni ans) but that of the police,” he said, calling the Nato
conmander a coward.

He al so said Mal aysi ans nust prove that they could do whatever they
desired through hard work and cooperation wi th one anot her.

"If our people quarrel and fight, our former colonialists the British

will laugh at us. They will say Ml aysia can only advance if they continue
to rule. They say we do not know how to adm ni ster our country," he added.
At a press conference, Dr Mahathir said the government was willing to

give specialised training to the mnority comunities so that they were not
| eft out of the mminstreamof national devel oprent.

"The government al so wants to see the Thai community and ot her
m norities progress together and enjoy all the facilities available," he
added. -- BERNANVA
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