16 MAR 1996

MAHATHI R M GHT DI SCUSS EAEC W TH HI S AUSTRALI AN COUNTERPART

Bl NTULU, March 16 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
sai d he might discuss the East Asia Econom c Caucus (EAEC) with his
Australian counterpart John Howard during his stopover visit to Australia
on March 29.

The Prime M nister said he woul d di scuss everythi ng when he neets
Howard, the new y-el ected Australian Prinme Mnister and that woul d incl ude
t he EAEC.

"W hope Australia will persuade the Anericans not to be unduly
obstructive (over the formation of EAEC)," he told reporters follow ng a
visit to the site for the Bakun hydro-el ectric dam project.

The previous Australian government under Prinme Mnister Paul Keating
vi ewed the Asia Pacific Econom c Cooperation (Apec) as the best alternative
for EAEC.

The Australian press hailed Dr Mahathir's agreenent to neet Howard as a
nor al e booster for the new Australian governnent which was trying to build
links with Asia.

Dr Mahathir said he did not want to get involved in Australian politics
but at the sane time he felt that he would be discourteous to refuse
Howard's invitation to nmeet him

He said he was just passing through Australia on his way honme from an
official visit to New Zeal and. -- BERNAMVA
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