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MAHATHI R MORE CONFI DENT COF ASEM S SUCCESS

By: K. C. Leong and Ahnmad Zuki man Zain

BANGKOK, March 2 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today
expressed i ncreased confidence in the success of the new Asi a- Eur ope
partnership for progress follow ng the conclusion of the first summt
nmeet i ng bet ween heads of governnent fromthe two regions.

Thi s was because the inaugural Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM which ended
here earlier had managed to generate i deas "which are inplementable", the
Prime Mnister told a news conference at the Queen Sirikit National
Convention Centre, venue of the two-day ASEM

He contrasted this with the Asia-Pacific Econonic Cooperation (APEC)
forum which he said tended to focus nore on policies than projects.

He cited as an exanple ASEM s proposal to further devel op the Singapore
to Kunming rail project to extend the connection to Beijing and then
westward via the Trans-Siberia railway to Europe.

Wth APEC, such an idea could only be feasible by tunnelling under the
Paci fic Ccean, he said to | aughter at the crowded news conference which had
to be shifted to a larger roomfroman initial 100-seat facility to cope
with the demand fromjournalists, especially the Wst, for tickets to the
event whi ch were quickly snapped up.

Dr Mahathir said he was al so encouraged by the tone and at nosphere of
di scussion at the historic gathering of |eaders fromtwo of the three nopst
i mportant economi c regions of the world -- Wstern Europe and East Asia.

The sunmit was attended by | eaders of 10 Asian countries conprising the
Asean seven plus China, Japan and South Korea and the 15-nmenber European
Uni on (EU).

He said the European | eaders had openly admitted that East Asia was
growi ng faster than Europe and that Asians knew nore about Europe than
vi ce-versa

This in turn, he said, had led to the unani nous adopti on of an ASEM
university project in Europe and in Asia to pronote know edge about each
other's regions and to pronote the networking which could yield future
| eaders know edgeabl e about and having contacts in the other region.

As for the summit's theme "A new conprehensive partnership for greater
growt h" based on equality and nmutual respect, Dr Mahathir said he had
detected nuch | ess patronising on the part of the European | eaders in
dealing with their Asian counterparts, nmany of themrepresenting former
col oni es, although a hint of it remained.

He was al so happy to note that, contrary to w de specul ation, the
Eur opean | eaders had refrained fromraising contentious issues during the
ASEM This had contributed to the good at nosphere at the sunmt, he said

Asked for his reaction to a European request for a level playing field
for investment in Asia, Dr Mahathir said there should not be any
conditionalities when it cones to foreign investnment because there is a
tendency to link investnment with other matters.

The level playing field will only be fair if the players were of the
sanme size otherw se the weaker player nmust be gi ven sone handi cap.

Asked about a Philippine proposal for security issues to be taken up by
ASEM he said the summt had focussed nore on trade and cul tural rel ations
to bring the two regions closer together and to foster better mutual
under st andi ng.

He said there had not been very much interest in security matters,
whet her on the tension across the Taiwan Straits or on the Korean peninsul a



or even the Spratlys.

Regar di ng Mal aysi a' s bal ance of payments deficit, Dr Mahathir
reiterated that it was not a probl emwhich could not be resolved as it
i nvol ved mainly Malaysia's huge inport bill for capital and internediate
goods, nost of it from Japan.

The solution, he added, was for Ml aysia to export nore and in sone
bil ateral discussions, he had nentioned to sone European | eaders the need
for their countries to inport nore from Mal aysi a.

Asked about the culture gap between the Europeans and Asi ans, Dr
Mahat hir conceded that there were differences in the value systens of the
two sides and it would take tine for the two regions to achieve a clear
under st andi ng of each other's val ues.

He ended the news conference by remarking that in the final analysis
"Asi an val ues are universal values and European val ues are European
val ues". -- Bernana
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